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Editor’s Note
“A new year is a land mark in our lives and a time 

and where we want to go. It’s also time to ponder on 
our failures and mistakes in our spiritual lives. In the 
path of bhakti every occasion and everything is for 
the purpose of transformation. If the previous year 

the fact that all sufferings and punishments in this 

need to meditate on what I really want in life.” (His 
Holiness Radhanath Swami, January 2012)

sense of gratitude to everyone who has played a role 

over a period of two months to get the newsletter 

hours to ensure that every issue is interesting, 
informative and fun to read. 

group of dedicated, committed and enthusiastic 

my heartfelt gratitude to each one of them for their 
team spirit, their tolerance, encouragement and most 
especially, their inspiration. 

followers of the Hare Krishna News. Some of you 
have come up to me and offered encouragement and 
suggestions, all of which is much appreciated. 

My team and I look forward to continuing to serve 
you in this way. 

purports to Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Shrimad 
Bhagavatam, and Teachings of Lord Caitanya 

photographs and paintings on pages 1, 5 and 16 

International, Inc. www.Krishna.com. Used with 
permission.
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On the Cover 
Shri Krishna speaks Bhagavad-gita to His devotee, 



Book Buyers and Sellers
Message from the Co-President of Shri Shri Radha Radhanatha Temple
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From time immemorial, people have engaged in 

have falsely promised and manipulated the world for 

in his purity and virtue, taught how to engage in 

home, the spiritual world.

most is sankirtan – a Krishna conscious person 

is called kirtan

a relationship with Him. 

and speculations. We learn Krishna consciousness, 
or pure devotional service, from the authorities and 

is a gradual cultivation of activities and application 
into our lives.

French, Zulu, Xhosa and many other languages. 

prophecy, that foretold one day the holy name will 

world, into a reality.

Nelson Mandela once said that if you speak to a man 
in a language he understands, it will go to his head 

go to his heart. It is for this reason that we attempt 
to reach people in their mother tongue, to connect to 
their hearts.

shelves and they lie there, collecting dust. However 

day and night, in the rain, cold, heat, storm and 
sometimes even dangerous conditions, to deliver this 
transcendental knowledge in a form of a seemingly 

sankirtan "warrior", let 

them with a smile and hear what they have to say. It is 

attain the goal of life.

to engage in another form of devotional service. 

they are instruments of Krishna and following in the 
footsteps of the great souls try to do something for the 
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authoritative acharya
(Teachings of Lord Caitanya)

After the disappearance of his uncles, Rupa and 

acharya of all the Vaishnavas.  He consolidated the 

Thakura, Shrinivas Acharya, and Shyamananda 

teacher, and was soon acclaimed as the greatest 
philosopher in all of India. 

scholars from throughout India to come and study 
with him. They turned the temple precincts into a 
rare philosophical research station, and produced 

of Vaishnava 
scriptures and 
philosophical 
treatises.” 
(Temples of 
Vrindavan

In 1570, Moghul 

came to Vrindavan to meet the widely acclaimed 

very kind hearted person and a Vaishnava. I give my 

Vaishnavas are living very peacefully.”

Adapted from by 
Mahanidhi Swami.

Jiva Goswami
Past Spiritual Teachers

Destiny and Free Will
Karma Series

arise. 

karma, then where is the room for free will?” “Why 

The answer lies in understanding what fate or 

of all our karma that has not yet come to pass. In 

This destiny presents us with various situations/
reactions in our current lifetime as the reactions to 
past actions fructify.  

the choice of how we respond 
to a situation. Two people 
faced with identical situations 
could respond differently. Thus 

situation, they create different 
karmic reactions. These karmic 
reactions are stored and will 
manifest in future scenarios. 

react to any given situation and therefore the karmic 

a way, that no matter what the situation, we respond 

the consciousness helps us respond in a way where 

By improving our overall state of consciousness, 

every situation, taking up devotional practices like 
the chanting of the Hare Krishna maha-mantra, is 

t
t
f
c

s
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Swami, Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, that wish 

wisdom of the Vedas with the Western world. More 

language. Two weeks later Swami Bhaktisiddhanta 
passed away. The words and instructions from the 

mind and thoughts.  

instructions to heart and later 

Apart from the wonderful 
temples and thousands of sincere 
disciples worldwide, his greatest 
accomplishment was his literary 

philosophy was written in the Sanskrit 
language. The complete compilation 
is commonly known as the Vedas 

of the morning dictating and 

continuing with his other duties. 

Back to 
Godhead. Single-handedly, he would 
write, edit, oversee the layout, proof-read, print 

to his spiritual master’s instruction 

He managed to translate numerous 

Bhagavad Gita As It Is 
000 verse, multi-volume, Shrimad 
Bhagavatam.

Purity – The Ingredient for Success 
Shrila Prabhupada

on the understanding of Vedic philosophy. In a 

Vedic teachings. Besides producing all 

the Back to Godhead

meditation, karma and philosophy. 

videos and other multimedia 
presentations.  

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust has 

each associated region.  As a result, 
the teachings of the Vedas are now 

languages.

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 

proceeds go to a trust fund that 

the construction and renovations of 

More than a century later, the wish of 

chant the names of Krishna and 
practice Vedic teachings. All this is 

in the message, the endeavour and 
the actions. Being pure means 
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hard work, enthusiasm and a deep-rooted desire to 

lion sculptures guarding the stairway leading to the 
temple. As I reached the top of the arch-decorated 

Jaya and Vijay protecting the entrance to the temple 
room. Shrimad Bhagavatam
Vijay are the gatekeepers in the Vaikuntha planets 

nothing short of a dream.

world participating in the wonderful programmes. 
Special guests included His Holiness Jayadvaita 

His Holiness Bhakti Nrsimha Swami and we were 

Kedikilwe, the Vice-President of Botswana. 

mangala-
arati

Shri Shri Krishna Balaram had stayed there since. So 
it was an emotional day for these devotees. At 6am 

chanted accompanying Shri Shri Krishna Balaram to 

abhishek
kirtan. The swamis took turns 

darshan (view) 

altar looked perfect with Shri Shri Krishna Balaram, 

The walls are encrusted with three dimensional 

Temple Opens in Botswana
By Bhaktin Bhavna Ramsarup



lila

gopis greeting Krishna and Balaram on 
Their return from the forest and Mother Yashoda 

In the mornings we felt as if we were touching the 
spiritual sky as we danced with our hands raised and 
leaped in the air to the melodious kirtan
Swami. And in the evenings we were drowning in the 
ecstatic kirtan 

We felt as if we were transported to the spiritual 
realm.

installation ceremony, a memory, I pray, will never 
leave me. As the brahmanas chanted auspicious 

yajna

Beginning with the sweet, warm greetings of Rama 
darshan of Their handsome 

kirtans
astonishing, from the temple yard with a stunning 
Tulasi garden, to the main dome of the temple with 
its striking chakra. The eighty kilogram chakra is 

I feel spiritually uplifted and enthusiastic from 

with its gorgeous guest accommodation is a MUST 
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intelligence. We have the free will to use our intelligence as we please, which directs our minds and thoughts, 
and which ultimately gives rise to our actions. So our intelligence 

From where does the intelligence originate? Is it merely from a 

People from different race groups and cultures throughout the 
world honour and worship “gods of wisdom”, who award knowledge 

intelligence come from a higher source. Keshava Kashmiri, was one 
such person, who worshiped Saraswati, the goddess of learning, 
with deep faith and veneration. The Caitanya Caritamrita, the 

“a champion of learning” and no one could match him in argument 

only the scholar himself and mother Saraswati could understand it. 

many literary faults, although it was seemingly perfect. To Keshava 

meditation to mother Saraswati asking her why she had insulted 

intelligence emanates from Him, “I am seated in everyone’s heart, 

Vedanta, and I am the knower of the Vedas.” (Bhagavad-gita 15.15) 
Krishna grants us greater intelligence to that of animals, allowing us 
to discriminate and seek understanding to the higher aspects of life.

Therefore, it is not surprising that the name “Saraswati” means “one 

knowledge through the ages, how is it that there is a proportional 
increase in suffering? The reason is that knowledge of the self in 

Saraswati – The Goddess of Learning 
God and Demigods
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japa mala 

us in our constitutional position as servants of Him. Thus the name “Saraswati” is also a title for great souls who 

jnana or the assimilation of knowledge. “The power of speaking 

mean that he is free from all low activities of lust and anger.” (SB 
3.12.26, purport) By studying the scriptures and chanting the names 

Saraswati awards us material knowledge and as the goddess of arts 
and music she holds a veena (musical stringed instrument) in her 

while living in the material world in unpleasant conditions, we can 
use whatever we have to advance on the spiritual path and taste the 
nectar of devotional service. 

The Shrimad Bhagavatam proclaims that one should offer one’s 

reciting from it. Saraswati is honoured as Krishna’s dear devotee and 

as she did with Keshava Kashmiri.

jj



Modern Day Heroes

when I saw an alarming message. Krishna Prasad 

News of the hospital inundated 
with devotees and their support 
to his family was overwhelming. 
Here was a man who had 
dedicated his life to the spreading 

This was proof that Krishna 
Prasad’s service, who is not with 

assisting him achieve his desired 
goal. 

eagerly accepted. It was a tear jerking and life changing 

committees were formed to structurally attend to the 

Health care and a Hotline to name a few. Haridev 

and His devotee. It is a spiritual 

entities.” Thus this conference 

of this programme in helping to 
enrich the lives and services of 

important? 

President of the Shri Shri Radha 

real welfare to the soul.
For more info visit www.devoteecare.org
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Gurukul Excursion

We studied Animals in the Vedas over one gurukul 

With that in mind we decided to take our 35 

Newcastle.

packed delicious biryani that some mothers had 
prepared earlier that morning.  After a short temple 

answers joyfully. 

At the farm we enjoyed a tractor ride, camel ride, 

to a picnic lunch and at the end of the day all the 

Peanut Brittle
Vaishnava Kitchen

Ingredients

125ml golden syrup
350ml roasted and salted peanut halves
330ml sugar

Method

water in a saucepan. Stir to dissolve sugar over 

for a further 30 minutes without stirring. Remove 
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BYS Road to Soweto

 

Natal (Howard, Westville 

introduced to BYS during the 
campus semester and were 
now ready for a dynamic 

three day tour of temples 

culminating in the Soweto 
Soul Fest.

love, play on...” and play 
on, they most certainly did, 

love for kirtan all the way 
maha-mantra 

kept our lips moving, feet 

Suddenly the kilometres had 
turned to dust, and we were 
in Soweto. We were lovingly 

have maintained the centre 
there for many years.

The weekend was action 

Kanana Swami with an evening nama-hatta 
programme in the illustrious Savannah Hills. 
For the students, nama-hatta translated into a 

Comments from Students

“The highlight of my trip though was Savannah 
Hills. We arrived while the kirtan was in progress, 

kirtan I have 

material and spiritual so accurately and made me 

perspective. I fell more in love with BYS, especially 
the people. They were welcoming, kind and made 
me feel at home. They weren’t pretending they were 
just down to earth. I realised that we are one person, 

transcendental Hare Krishna house party! The kirtan 

thoughtful yet colourful presentation evoked many 

WITS University. The WITS team organised an 

kirtan, japa, drama and art. 
It demonstrated how talent 

losing neither the spiritual 

festive. Spontaneously, the 
students decided to kit out in 

splashed out on the Sowetan 
streets. The Soweto Soul Fest 
was the 5th of its kind and 
consisted of a chariot parade 
leading to Bapedi Hall. Since 
music and rhythm is in the 

didn’t take long for the locals 

presenter who showcased the 
event on morning TV, “In the 
place where there was once 
mass devastation, there is 

 “We just sang, danced and ate and then sang, danced 

in order to know where you are going. These are 

ignorance and violence in this world these spiritual 

secondary levels.” Sanelisiwe Mpungose, Howard 
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A Young Boy’s Dream

form of the Supreme Personality grew on me and for 
years I desired to go on pilgrimage to that place in 

In June this year I went on a three month pilgrimage 
to India. I was in Jagannatha Puri during the grand 

called Allahgadda on a rocky and winding road. In 

ride as my dream was coming true. 

(up the mountain) was dangerous due to wild animals, 
snakes, dangerous insects and thieves. Fortunately 
the person in charge of the temple, Mr. Badrinarayan, 

After the hair-raising morning prayers in lower 

Shri Krodha Nrsimha (Vara-Nrsimha) temple. After 
seeing the attractive and mystical deity in the dark 
little temple, we left to Shri Jwala-Nrsimha temple, 

demon, Hiranyakashipu, on His lap. A short while 
later we went down a hilly path to the spot where the 

The edge of this pond is red to this day. We then 
passed a mountain with a small waterfall. I stood 
under the waterfall and drank the refreshing, pure 
mountain water. It helped to cool me as it was a hot 
day and we were in the middle of a forest. 

We then proceeded to Shri Malola Nrsimha and I was 

far from there was Prahlad Maharaja’s school, which 

sat in this temple and chanted japa,
resonating around me. While walking to the last 

temple for the day we 
encountered a pack 
of jackals silently 
crossing our path. 
The guide told me to 
remain still and to 
not look at them. To 
my relief and delight 
they sniffed at us 
and went on their 
merry way. Finally, 
we arrived at Shri 
Karanja Nrsimha 
temple. Here I had a well deserved rest, sitting in 

arrow in His hands. 

After supper that night I recounted that we had visited 

looking with His shiny ornaments and weapons as if 

and His pastimes. 

perennial pond where we took a refreshing, well-

           

days of my life. I was going up the mountain where 

attacked Hiranyakashipu. We set off at sunrise and 

and tough legs, I could see myself getting closer and 
closer. I had wanted this from when I was a child. I 
thought that if my spiritual master was present, he 
would have pushed me to go faster. 

on a heavenly planet, the air was light, and there was 

the edge of the mountain. I got there with tears in my 
eyes and my heart full of emotion. I fell down to the 

the spot. I prayed that the whole world could come 

Nrsimha appeared.

ll d d i i i
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Age of Austerity
Vedic Observer

There are three economic powerhouses in the world 

work fewer hours than anywhere else in the world. 

largest stock-market-listed companies measured 

Austerity. And have gained great material success.  
That government uses austerity policies. The 

tremendously.

“austerity” as their “Word of the Year” for 2010 

that year. Austerity or tapasya means voluntary 

austerity, from writing an artistic song to making 

foliage and drinking only water. In this way, after 

svamin 
krtartho’smi:

His very pleasing form. This appealed to the Pracetas 

In the 17th chapter of Bhagavad-gita, Krishna 

1. 

2. Austerity of speech means speaking truthfully, 

regularly.
3. “And serenity, gentleness, silence, self-control 

and purity of thought are the austerities of the 

service.

activities. Sri-vigraharadhana-nitya-nana srngara 
-tan-mandira-marjanadau

arati many times, 

programmes. By such austerity in 

In the previous ages, austerities were 
performed as a means in itself, of attaining 
Krishna. In Kali-yuga, one can achieve 

Hare Krishna maha-mantra. The people 

kindly given us the easiest method for 

this austerity in life, one regains his 

only means of deliverance is chanting the 

way. There is no other way. There is no 
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Teaching for Krishna
Devotee Focus

 

(affectionately known as Mother 

Temple. In Vrindavan, she lived 

necessities, yet she graciously prepared 
a sumptuous South African meal. After 
weeks of travelling around India, such 
a meal and familiar face were most 
welcome.   

she supported her sons who were residents at the 
ashram

female in a male-dominated society, she worked 
her way up the school system to achieve the status 

Shri Shri Radha Radhanath Temple full-time and 
soon after received initiation from His Holiness 

several international gurukuls (schools that use 
Vedic scripture as the foundation for teaching and 

and used these skills to prepare delicacies for the 

and forte in the kitchen, Manjari assisted in the 

Manjari devoted her life to the Temple, she maintained 
close family ties.  Mother Manjari had four sons and 

spread love to all those around her, she was viewed as 

she took on the important role as the ladies mentor at 

to the devotees residing at the Temple. She also spent 

with Mother Manjari in India, Palika emphasised 

Mother Manjari’s close 

Vigraha (SA) and Mother 

of whom have passed 
away from cancer. 
Mother Manjari spread 
her nature of deep care 
and compassion to 
her friends when she 
assisted them during 
their illness. She 
provided great spiritual 
and emotional strength 

sari, 
her pleasant and warm disposition was evident in her 

Vishnu).

Although widely travelled, Mother Manjari had a 
special place in her heart for the Shri Shri Radha 
Radhanatha Temple, which she considered her 

maha-prasada (food offered to 

character attracted her to many services which she 

“Mother Manjari is very dear to me. She came 

yet she gave herself fully to the process of Krishna 
consciousness and the service of the devotees. I can 
never forget her service, her dedication, and her 
preaching spirit. She has helped many, many souls in 
Krishna consciousness.”
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Notice Board

For programme updates, daily darshan and general 

SMS 0722715400

Vaishnava Calendar

                  Advent of Shrimad Bhagavad-gita

  Katyayani vrata ends

  Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
                  (Fast till noon)

26 Jan 2013 Purnima 

Vaishnava Calendar

Advent of Shrimad Bhagavad-gita

Katyayani vrata ends

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
(Fast till noon)

26 Jan 2013 Purnima 



Kurukshetra
Bhagavad-gita after 

do?”

as a place of pilgrimage? According to the Mahabharat, 

a land of piety.

Writers and philosophers comment that Kurukshetra is 

Saints on the path of bhakti reject such speculation. 

a place of pilgrimage where Bhagavad-gita was spoken, 
and where the gopis
Vrindavan (ratha-yatra).  

Kurukshetra, lays north east of Haryana, in North India, 

the history of mankind. Pilgrims from all over the world 

Bhagavad-gita

spoke the Bhagavad-gita. The festivals are state organised 
and on this day ministers, governors and pilgrims share 
the same goal. The immortal position of Kurukshetra is in 
the hearts of the devotees.

the Supreme. 

Shri Shri Radha Radhanath Temple will be hosting a 
special celebration and recitation of Bhagavad-gita on 
Gita Jayanti, Sunday, 23 December 2012.

Song of God
The Pandava and Kaurava armies are poised for 
Arjuna asks Shri Krishna to draw his chariot to the middle 

His song, Bhagavad-gita

and one of the most important Upanishads in Vedic 

Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna. 

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

The knowledge of the soul as marginal energy of the 
Supreme releases us from linguistic, social, political and 
national designations and unites us in our collective 

there are hundreds of translations of Bhagavad-gita, no 
other translation, with its word-for-word transliteration, 
has made as many Krishna bhaktas as Bhagavad-gita As 
It Is. 

brahmana
incorrect pronunciation and reading of Bhagavad-gita. 

brahmana’s eyes and 
brahmana said that he only 

brahmana and announced, 
“Indeed, you are an authority in the reading of the 
Bhagavad-gita. Whatever you know constitutes the real 
purport of the Bhagavad-gita

According to the Gita Mahatmya, “All the sacred places 
Gita 

is kept and where it is read.” 

Bhagavad-gita’s philosophical 

of all mystics), Who orchestrated the 
annihilation of the miscreants 

© The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, Inc. www.krishna.com. Used with  permission.


