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The Year Ahead
Editor’s Note

Hare Krishna News 
2013. We aspire to bring you fresh and exciting news 
of local and international happenings. This year we 
introduce some interesting new columns: a thought-
provoking perspective on God conscious parenting, a 
column dedicated to discussing the holy name and a 
new story-telling series focusing on stories from the 
Vedas.

In 2013 we celebrate our 25th Durban Festival of 
Chariots. The festivities promise to be like no other, 
so look out for the sneak previews in this issue. 

The Hare Krishna Movement was honoured to be 
invited to King Goodwill Zwelithini’s cleansing 
ceremony held at his home in Zululand. We are 
pleased to bring you the address given at this 
memorable occasion by our own honourable His 
Holiness Indradyumna Swami.

His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami speaks about 
Shrila Prabhupada's books, “This is a unique 
aspect of Shrila Prabhupada’s books: it gives you 
that realization that, 'This is it.' Or it comes as a 
realization, revelation, what Prabhupada is actually 
giving us. All of a sudden we become enlightened, 
although as a spark of realization, but still it comes. 
So that is the power of Prabhupada’s books. I mean, I 
haven’t seen anything in any other books. That is the 
potency of Prabhupada’s books."

Congratulations to the one hundred participants of 
the Shrila Prabhupada Book Marathon, which, our 
Co-President, Vibhu Chaitanya Das, was among the 
top three. We thank him for the example he sets. A 
total of 58 575 books were distributed. I am sure that 
the book distributors experiences were spiritually 
enlivening. Read a heartwarming story about book 
distribution on page 4. 

Best wishes for 2013

Quoted verse translations and excerpts from 
purports to Bhagavad-gita As It Is and 
Chaitanya Charitamrita by His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, and 
photographs on pages 5 and 11 are Copyright © The 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, Inc. www.
Krishna.com. Used with permission.

Letters to the Editor

If you would like to share your temple experience, 
spiritual or service related realisations then write to 
Haripriya Devi Dasi: haripriya@nitai.co.za or Rasa-
sthali Dasi: rasasthali@nitai.co.za



Culturally Many, Spiritually One
Message from the Co-President of Shri Shri Radha Radhanatha Temple
By Swarup Damodar Das
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Over a century ago, Shrila Bhaktivinoda Thakur, the 
great revolutionary pioneer of the mission to share 
Krishna consciousness in a broad-minded way, wrote:

“Gradually, when the offensive portions of the 
established religions are destroyed, there will be 
no more differences in the bhajan performed by 
the various sampradayas nor any quarrel between 
them. Then as brothers, the people of all castes and 
countries will spontaneously chant the holy names of 
the Supreme Lord together. At that time, no one will 
hate anyone or consider others dog eaters; nor will 
anyone be overwhelmed by the pride of high birth. 
The living entities will not forget the principle of 
natural brotherhood.”

Identifying oneself as the material body and thus 
developing a persona based on intolerant religious 
dogma, political and social beliefs, 
and economic attachments have 
left deep crevices inhibiting trust, 
love and true sense of brotherhood 
amongst families, neighbours, 
friends, countrymen, and even 
humanity. Interestingly, the Latin 
word “persona” means mask. 
Masking our true selves with these 
temporary layers, we forget that 
each of us are eternal spirit souls 
that share a unity of eternal and 
natural brotherhood based on the 
common father we all share—the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Claim to the kingdom of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead 
does not rest solely with the 
Christians, Hindus and Muslims, 
nor does it lay with the Democrats, 
the Congress Party, the ANC and Democratic Alliance. 
It rests with everyone, every living entity. What 
Bhaktivinoda Thakur predicts is not a utopian hope; 
it is achievable and devotees of Lord Krishna yearn 
for this day to manifest and strive to share the natural 
principle of brotherhood with others; that together 
we can all become rightful heirs to the kingdom of 
God.

Leading up to 2013, many notable events occurred 
that underlined my trust in Shrila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakur’s prediction. Many progressive opportunities 
for high level social, religious, and political interaction 
were afforded to His Holiness Indradyumna Swami 
who then made indelible impacts on all those he met. 
Sharing the spirit of Shrila Bhaktivinoda Thakur as 
represented through Shrila Prabhupada’s teachings, 

Indradyumna Maharaj inspired the consideration 
and participation of many religious leaders, social 
activists and political leaders in programmes of real 
and long lasting social and religious cohesion. 

To this end, Indradyumna Maharaj, supported by 
the spiritual leaders of ISKCON in South Africa 
has re-invigorated the annual Durban Festival of 

of Shrila Bhaktivinoda Thakur. Taking advantage 
of the unique extent of diversity coupled with the 
openness of the population in general, this year’s 
festival will encompass a theme of Culturally Many, 
Spiritually One. Many religious groups will be 
invited to participate; cultural groups will share 
their presentations, and political and traditional 
leaders’ presence will encourage and support this 
praiseworthy effort at cohesion.

This festival will offer devotees the exceptional 
opportunity to share with everyone who attends 
what we have been experiencing through Krishna 
consciousness—a happiness gained by the chanting 
of the holy names of Krishna, by sharing and 
honouring prasad, by sharing friendship and gifts. 
This happiness is so special that every devotee who 
has been touched by it will be so enthusiastic and 
excited at how the revitalised format of the Durban 
Festival of Chariots will allow us all to share it with 
others. And this sharing, we all know, increases our 
happiness exponentially!

In this issue of Hare Krishna News and in other 
mediums, more detailed and updated information 
will be released to you all. I eagerly look forward to 
all our readers’ support and participation. 
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Advaita Acharya was considered the foremost of the 
Vaishnavas of West Bengal. He was the preeminent 

devotion. “Lord Advaita Acharya is 
the incarnation of Maha-Vishnu...
Because He is non-different from 
Hari, the Supreme Lord, He is 
called Advaita, and because He 
propagates the cult of devotion, He 
is called Acharya. He is the Lord 
and the incarnation of the Lord’s 
devotee.” (Cc. Adi 1.12-13) 

In His latter years Advaita Acharya 
became increasingly saddened by 
people's pursuit of materialistic 
goals, which He understood to 
lead to a dysfunctional, unhappy 
society. This gave rise to immense 
compassion and He concluded that 
the only solution was to beg the 
Supreme Lord Krishna to come and 
attract people to the joy of spiritual 
life. Advaita Acharya prayed for 
several months, crying out and 
worshipping Krishna in the form 

One of Five 
Past Spiritual Teacher
Compiled by Rasa-sthali Dasi

of Shaligram shila. His method of worship was pure 
and simple—water from the Ganges and leaves and 
blossoms of the tulasi. At the end of thirteen months, 
during an eclipse of the full moon, His prayers were 
answered when Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was born.

Advaita Acharya is one of the 

Tattva, The Supreme Lord in 

an incarnation of Vishnu, He 
manifested as a servitor of Lord 
Krishna. The word acharya 
means teacher. The acharya’s 
heart is always full of compassion 
for humanity in its suffering. 
Understanding that all suffering 
is due to turning away from God, 
Advaita Acharya especially taught 
people devotional service.

In Sridham Mayapur there are 

of the Pancha Tattva, of which 
Advaita Acharya is pictured. 
We celebrate Advaita Acharya’s 
appearance day on Sunday, 17 
February. There will be a festival 
at the temple.  
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indelible mark on my consciousness. I was afraid 
to approach anyone and couldn’t even summon the 
courage to speak, muted as though gagged by fear.

I then noticed a lady 
sweeping the sidewalk 
nearby.  Her broom 
dragged across the dirt 
with great effort. It looked 
like she was writing a sad 
poem in the dust with the 
broom as her pen and 
her tears provided the 
ink. Drawn by her silent 
anguish I approached her 
and asked, “Are you okay?” 
She looked up and stared 
at me with eyes glistening 
from the tears she failed 
to hold back. I stood there 
stunned, thinking what an 
awkward situation I had 
plunged myself into and my heart sank at her falling 
tears. The lady then spoke in a sombre voice, “Does 
God exist?”  After a moment I said, “I have this book 

[Chant and Be Happy]. It speaks about establishing 
a relationship with God by calling His names.” “I 
don’t have any money”, she responded digging into 
her pockets to show only a single Rand. Knowing 
one Rand may not be enough she ran to one of her 
colleagues and stopped a few people in the street 
imploring them to spare a little change so she could 

purchase the book. 

I couldn't move, 
startled by this lady’s 
desperation. She 
hurried back to me 
and said, “This is all I 
can get,” stretching out 
her arms to me as she 
cupped the coins in her 
hands. She amassed all 

donation but what really 
purchased the book was 

God.

That was the only book 
I distributed that day. 

I know not what became of that lady; however she 
made a deep impression in my heart that I hope to 
carry with me always. 

Stories from the Road
By Mfundo Nkosi
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Childhood Play 
Shrila Prabhupada
By Bhaktin Saras Naidoo

“Hurry, come out and see…the colourful domes, 
procession and drums.” The news of the Ratha-
yatra (Festival of Chariots) spread through the 
neighbourhood. The elders watched amazed and 
children joined in. It was 1902 and six year old 

A childhood endeavour so prophetic that sees the 
Ratha-yatra held in over eighty towns and cities 
around the world.

Abhay Charan (Shrila Prabhupada) grew up in a 
Vaishnava family and watched his father and mother 
serve their Deities and the Deities of the nearby 
Radha Govinda Temple. While his mother prepared 
special offerings, his father would read scripture and 
then offer the preparations to the Deities. Children 
follow the lead of their parents, so when Abhay 
wanted his own deities his father bought him his 

would dedicatedly worship them by offering them 
obeisances and singing bhajans. He learnt to play 
the mridanga at a young age and was captivated by 
the Ratha-yatra festivals held in Calcutta, his place 
of birth. 

Once, he innocently approached his father with the 
idea of taking his Deities on a Ratha-yatra. Abhay’s 
father, Gour Mohan spoke to the local carpenters and 
realized the expense involved was beyond his reach. 
On the way home a lady offered to sell them an old 
but usable cart. They immediately set to restore it. It 
measured three feet. They built sixteen supporting 
columns and placed a canopy on top. Abhay painted 
the cart following the detail of the original colours 
used in Jagannath Puri. They also attached wooden 
horses to the front of the cart. Fascinated by the 
plans, his mother and her friends made special 
preparations for distribution, but stopped short 

His young friends pulled the chariot, played on the 
clay drums and brass cymbals and chanted, taking 
the procession on a route around the neighbourhood. 
They stopped in the courtyard of the Radha Govinda 
temple for a while. Who knows of the blessings 
the Deities bestowed upon the six year old at that 
moment. The Lord reciprocated and accepted 
Abhay's Ratha-yatra, not as a childhood play but as a 
sincere offering of love. The festival lasted eight days. 

and direction of his father, but in the following years 
he continued to learn and improve adding traditional 
plays and poetry to the celebration.

Prabhupada later took the message of Lord 
Chaitanya, the chanting of the holy name and the 
observance of the Ratha-yatra across the globe. Gour 

Mohan appeased the wishes of his son who wanted to 
express his devotion and in so doing instilled the skill, 

in the later years when Prabhupada introduced this 

Ratha-yatra outside of India was in San Francisco in 

In a letter to his disciple Shyamasundara, Shrila 
Prabhupada writes: “In my childhood I used to 
take my ratha with my little friends, about 60 years 
ago. Again I am reviving the same attempt with my 
young disciples…We may pass away but my disciples 
will carry on this festival yearly, and so it will be 
remembered forever our eternal relationship with 
Shri Shri Jagannathaji…So what was my childhood 
play 65 years ago is now a world-wide event.” 

The chariot with its domes and ropes continues to 
draw people and in a city somewhere, someone calls: 
“Hurry, the procession…” Prabhupada’s legacy lives 
on.



L a d i e s 
and gentleman, I 

will come straight to the point. I 
don’t feel there is any need to elaborate on 

the ills of society in South Africa. Society is made 
up of individuals and each of us in our own way 
have felt the repression, aggression and frustration 
of a fractured society; a society divided by ethnic, 
tribal, religious, economic and political divisions. 
In our heart of hearts all of us desire a truly united 
cohesive society that respects the rights of all others 
and works united to a higher goal.

Our humble proposal, based on the teaching of 
sacred texts of India is that social cohesion will be 
achieved only when we stop seeing our differences 
and recognize what we have in common. What is 
it exactly that we have in common? The colour of 
our skin, our language, our economic situation, 
our religion? No! None of these. What we have in 
common is that we are all created by the same God. 
Think about this for a moment. If we are all created 
by the same God then we have a common father. If 
2 people have the same father then they are brother 
and sister. If 4 people have the same father they 
are brothers and sisters. And if 50 million people 
have the same father they are also brothers and 
sisters. I think you understand my point. Here in 
South Africa we are all brothers and sisters because 
God the Father, is the common denominator, the 
cohesive factor uniting this county. 
One may ask, which God? 
The Christian God? 
The Muslim 
God?  The 

Hindu God?  The Jewish God? 
No. God is one with many names. Just like the 
sun is one, but in different parts of the world it is 
known by different names. So the one God is also 
known by different names such as Christ, Allah, 
Yawed, Krishna and uNkulunkulu. It is important 
to understand this, for to achieve perfect social 
cohesion, we must transcend even our religious 
differences. In other words we must unite on the 
spiritual platform by realizing we are all part of 
the greater family of God. When speaking of family 
there is a saying that, “Blood is thicker than water.” 
Family attachment is so strong. If we broaden our 
understanding that God is the Supreme Father and 
we are all his children the bond amongst us will be 
very strong.

Another important point is that when we 
achieve our common identity our differences will 
compliment each other. Just like in a symphony 
orchestra: all the individual instruments are 
distinctly different but when they play together 
for a greater goal the effect is simply wonderful. 
In the same way when we respect our differences 
as African, White, Coloured and Indian, while 
realizing our common identity as eternal servants 
of God, social cohesion will come to South Africa.



In our Hare 
Krishna Movement we try 
to demonstrate this principle. One can visit 
any number of our centres around the country and 
see a micro-society of Africans, Whites, Coloureds 
and Indians living together in harmony. And we 
want share this good fortune with others. Daily we 
strive to break down social barriers by practical 
means. For example, for the past 24 years our 
movement has distributed tens of millions of plates 
of hot nutritious food in low income areas; namely 
the outlying towns and villages of Kwazulu Natal. 
Our pledge today is to work together with others 
to achieve nothing short of a, “Hunger Free South 
Africa”. When the poor children of this land are 
fed they can concentrate on their education. With 
education comes career and with career comes 
stability. When there is stability in the lives of the 
citizens there is less crime and violence, as well as 
the willingness to see others equally and favourably.

We are also attempting to achieve social cohesion 
by organizing a grand cultural event on the Durban 
beach front over the Easter weekend in late March. 
The event is called the Festival of Chariots. We are 
encouraging all ethnic and religious groups to 

participate in the seminars as well as 
perform on the main stage. The 

theme, “culturally 

many – 
spiritually one” is very much in line with the 
programme today. King Goodwill has already 
graciously accepted our invitation.

In conclusion, let us respect our differences and 
recognize our common bond as children of God. In 
this way we will truly become the Rainbow Nation; a 
nation of different colours united on the spiritual 
platform. At the end of every rainbow it is said that 
there is a pot of gold. For South Africa blessed with 
so much diversity, culture and religion, that pot of 
gold will be the respect we show for each other and a 

in reality all brothers and sisters.

By solving our social evils we, as citizens of this 
great country can one day stand united as an 
example for the whole world. It is possible. It is not a 
dream, it is not utopia, for the Vedas say, vasudhaiva 
kutumbakam:  "The whole world is but one family.”

I thank you for this great honour to speak in the 
presence of your King and the State President of this 
great nation.

May God bless you all. May God bless South Africa.
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Best Show in Town
By Venu Gopal Das

Durbanites and visitors to the East Coast have the good fortune of experiencing 
the Durban Festival of Chariots, every Easter. This year the festival will take place 
at North Beach, on the lawns of the Bay of Plenty, between Joe Cools and the Skate 
Park, on the 29th, 30th, 31st March and the 1st April, from 10 am to 10 pm daily. 

What most of us may not be aware of is that a similar festival has been celebrated in 
India for thousands of years on the beachfront of the holy city, Jagannath Puri in 
Orissa. We however, humbly celebrate its 25th anniversary in Durban this year. 
To commemorate this silver jubilee, the festival organisers are putting on an all-
out effort to create a never before seen multi-cultural celebration.

In 1975, Shrila Prabhupada gave the instruction to host a chariot festival in 
Durban. Shrila Prabhupada only visited South Africa 
once but was intrigued by the prevalent multifaceted 
dynamics. He enquired about racial, economical, 
educational and health care provisions at the 
time. He mentioned that although this system 
was put in place to aid oppression, it was 
remarkable that so many cultures, races 
and social classes managed to co-exist. He 
had a desire to host a festival that would 
transcend all these boundaries and bring 
people together. In 1988, Indradyumna 
Swami and his team made this desire come 

achieve it on a greater magnitude.

The aptly suited festival motto is “Culturally 
Many, Spiritually One”. The main focus of the 
festival is to create social cohesion from a spiritual 
perspective; this implies that we should identify with ourselves as individual 
souls before we assign designations such as culture, race and religion.

This festival is for everyone and is geared to facilitate people of all faiths, 
social types and age.  The Durban City Council, sharing our vision, has given 
us permission to use the exciting new venue. The traditional chariots will also be 

chariot procession will be on Friday, 29 March, from 11 am. It will be only two hours 
and there will be no evening procession on Monday. 

Being a multi-cultural event, the guest speakers and presentations will represent 
different faiths and religious denominations. Reverend Bishop Rubin Phillip, 

join Mr. A. V. Mohammed, who is a leader of the Juma Masjid Mosque. This 
beautiful mosque is renowned for being the largest mosque in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The honoured leader of the Shembe denomination and Ashwin 
Trikamjee, who is the current president of the South 
African Hindu Maha Sabha will also speak. Daily 
seminars and panel discussions will focus on 
interfaith dialogues, value education, and self 
empowerment. 

It is with great honour that we also welcome 
His Majesty King Goodwill Zwelithini, who 
will join other city leaders and leading 
dignitaries, as our special guests. The 
Honourable Mayor James Nxumalo has 
agreed to attend and is highly inspired by 
ISKCON’s food distribution programmes. 
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Honourable Premier Dr. Zweli Mkhize, the Honourable Consul General of India and 
other MECs.

You can look forward to a Health and Lifestyle Expo at the festival with various 
yoga demonstrations complimented by seminars and talks regarding the general 

maintenance of a healthy mind and body. These seminars will be conducted 
by the internationally acclaimed yoga instructor, Yogi Charu. Originally from 

the human body. He spent seven years learning different schools of yoga in India. 

instructors.

Renowned astrologer Shri Radha Govinda Dasi will present seminars on relationships, 
astrology, palmistry, and Vedic philosophy and will speak about the dangers of 

approaching ancient Vedic science in the wrong way, and will explain its real meaning and 
purpose from the Vaishnava perspective. She recently wrote the book, “How to Mess Up 

Your Life with Astrology,” released this January. Born in Karnataka, South India in a 
family of Madhva Brahmanas, the 28 year old author knows what she is talking about. 

past eight years. 

There will be numerous stalls, displays and activities that will keep the entire 
family occupied, these include arts and crafts, clothing, gifts, jewellery, 

multimedia, seminar and food stalls.  Master Chef 2012 winner, Deena Naidoo, 
will also spend a day with us sharing some cooking tips and hopefully reveal 

some of his culinary secrets. We have a children’s entertainment area designed by 
international Waldorf School educators to keep your little ones stimulated.

One of the highlights of the festival will be the mind-blowing, non-stop entertainment 
on the main stage over all four days. The programme will feature internationally 

acclaimed South African band Freshly Ground, the KZN Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Hinds Brothers, the award-winning KwaMashu Choir, and top Durban school choirs, 

the fantastic Drum Café, collaborative fusions with Indian, Western and African dance 
forms, extraordinary drama productions and much more. 

The objective of this festival is to create and propagate social cohesion. Meticulous 
planning has gone into selecting the performing artists, guests and speakers to 

a nation that is diverse; however, the problems we face, we all share together. 

culturally as many, but spiritually as one. 

Finally, there will be ample parking at: Old Durban 
Drive-In, Hoy Park (Baseball Park, opposite 

Olive Convention Centre) and the Old Military 
Museum with shuttle services to take you to 

and from the festival.

In celebration of our 25th anniversary we are 
compiling a deluxe souvenir book containing 

the history and humble beginnings of the 
Festival of Chariots in Durban to what it is today. 

For more information, advertising or for a copy of 
the brochure please contact Rakesh 031-4033328 or 

dfc@iskcondurban.net.

We invite you and your friends to our festival and participate in fostering unity 
in our country that was once so severely separated. For updates visit 

www.festivalofchariots.net.
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Nowadays we need tangible proof or logical 
explanations to believe in anything, yet we are drawn 
to a world of fantasy and make-believe. So many 
books and movies are created to serve this purpose 
of satisfying our thirst for adventure and mystery, of 

supernatural. Although we hear of times when people 
had experiences out of the ordinary, we choose to call 

evidence to believe that they were real and true. Our 
knowledge of things is based on sense perception or 
inference, therefore when it comes to spiritual topics 
that are even beyond metaphysical occurrences or 
experiences, we are doubtful and sceptical.

However, in the Vedic tradition, there are standard 
pramanas, or means of acquiring knowledge of 
God and the universe, of which shabda or shruti is 
considered the best and most important. This refers 
to valid testimony or revelation of the pure devotee of 
God, who comes in disciplic succession and enunciates 
the scriptures without interpreting or changing 
anything. Our sense perception and intelligence are 
fallible and imperfect, therefore spiritual seekers 
accept the shabda process of accepting knowledge, 
which is infallible when received in the proper way. 
In other words, the truth and reality of God and His 
creation is revealed through the scriptures by His 
pure devotees, who experience direct perception of 
Him.

When we read unusual tales of wonder and magic 
in holy books like the Ramayana, Mahabharata 
and Puranas, they can move us greatly not only by 
their mystery and adventure but by their depth and 
wisdom. The “Once Upon a Time” column will bring 
to you true stories of the Vedas, which will serve to 
satisfy your taste for fantasy yet based on reality.  

The Merciful Lords

ago, in the island of Navadwip in West Bengal, two 
brothers, Chaitanya and Nityananda, danced on the 
streets while chanting the holy names of Krishna. 
Their dazzling golden complexions and lotus-like eyes 
entranced everyone with love of God. The Chaitanya 
Bhagavat describes Them to be the maintainers of 
the living entities, the best of the brahmanas, the 
protectors of religious principles for this age, the 
benefactors of the universe, and the most merciful of 
all incarnations.

One night, Sachidevi, the mother of Lord Chaitanya, 
dreamt that the Deities in her house, Krishna and 

Transformed by Love
Once Upon A Time
By Nikunja Vilasini Dasi

Balaram, had taken the forms of Chaitanya and 

children do, to eat the food offerings to the Deities. 
The next day, Sachidevi invited Nitai (Nityananda) 
to eat at her house with her son Gaura (Chaitanya). 
While watching Gaura Nitai enjoying the prasad, 
Sachidevi realized that They were none other than 
Lord Krishna and Balaram, and she fainted in 
sublime joy.

The merciful Lords continued to save people from 
sinful life by giving them the treasure of God’s holy 
names. One day Chaitanya instructed Nityananda 
and His dear devotee Haridas, to go door to door to 
beg for alms. They did not beg for food but for people 
to chant Lord Krishna’s names, worship Krishna, and 
follow Krishna’s teachings. Although pious people 
were happy to see their wonderful method of begging 
alms and promised to follow their request, others 
blasphemed Lord Chaitanya and considered the two 
to be madmen. But Nityananda and Haridas did not 
pay any attention to them and fearlessly continued 
their missionary activities.

Jagai and Madhai
Once while Nityananda Prabhu and Haridas were 
walking down a main road, they noticed uproar in 
an assembled crowd. After enquiring from passer-
bys, they understood that two brothers, named Jagai 
and Madhai, were creating a public disturbance. 
They also heard that these two brothers were born in 
a respectable brahmana family, but because of low 
association, they had turned into drunkards, thieves, 
and woman-hunters, causing trouble to the entire 
community. Nityananda Prabhu decided that if these 
two fallen souls were to be delivered from sinful 

as the most merciful. Eager to save the fools from 
their predicament, Nityananda Prabhu pushed His 
way through the crowd and asked the two brothers 
to chant the holy name of Lord Hari. Instead, the 
drunken debauchees, in a wild frenzy, swore and 
chased Nityananda and Haridas through the streets. 
When Lord Chaitanya heard of the day’s events, He 
was pleased with their attempts to deliver these crazy 
men.

The next day, Nityananda approached them again, 
humbly pleading them to chant the names of God, 
which would purify their contaminated hearts. They 
laughed while calling Him names, and maddened 
with rage Madhai hit Nityananda on his head with 
a piece of earthen pot. Still, the merciful Nitai did 
not protest and begged them to chant Krishna’s 
name. Blood gushed from Nitai’s forehead, which 
awakened Jagai from his stupor. Somehow, he knew 
that this would bear devastating consequences for 
them both. Jagai rebuked his brother for his heinous 
act and implored him to beg for forgiveness. In the 



meantime, Lord Chaitanya heard about the incident 
and immediately rushed to the scene. How enraged 
He was to see His beloved Nitai hurt and bleeding by 
the cruel act of Madhai. He called for His sudarshan 
chakra
ready to strike the enemy but Nitai pleaded to the 
Lord, telling him that Jagai had tried to protect Him 
from Madhai, and that the Lord should excuse them. 
Realizing their mistake, the two sinners fell at the 
feet of the Lord begging His forgiveness.

Nitai, the Benevolent
“Oh my Lord,” Nitai continued, “In previous ages you 
appeared as different incarnations to annihilate the 
demons. As Varaha the boar, you killed Hiranyaksa 
with your mighty tusks; as Lord Nrsimha you 
protected your devotee Prahlad by tearing out the 
life breath of his father Hiranyakashipu; as Lord 
Rama you defeated the cruel Ravana; and as Lord 
Krishna you subdued many enemies with your divine 
weapons. But in this sinful age of Kali, everyone is 

descended this time as the saviour of the most fallen, 
to kill these demonic qualities with the weapons of the 
holy name and your divine compassion and mercy.” 
The Lord’s fury abated by Nitai’s profound words. 

could not tolerate offenses to His devotees, especially 
Nitai who was his personal associate. But he also 
paid heed to Nitai’s request and spared the two 
repentant brothers. He embraced Jagai, who had 
tried to protect Nitai, infusing him with pure love of 
God. But Madhai needed to be forgiven by Nitai for 
the Lord to accept him. When Madhai approached 
Nitai with deep regret and remorse, Nitai readily 
excused him and transferred divine love from his 
heart to Madhai’s. Intoxicated with ecstatic love, 
the two brothers promised never to sin again and 
surrendered their lives in service to Gaura Nitai. 
They were absolved of all their sinful reactions and 
soon Chaitanya Mahaprabhu declared them to be 
maha-bhagavatas or great devotees of the Lord.

Jagai and Madhai were forever grateful to the 
benevolent Nitai, who had not given attention to 
their abominable qualities and the dense coverings of 
their hearts, but who had seen their souls beyond the 
coverings—their natural loving propensity towards 
God. After all, His love had transformed them.

We celebrate Lord Nityananda's appearance 
anniversary on Saturday, 23 February and Lord 
Chaitanya's appearance anniversary on Wednesday, 
27 March.
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Lord Chaitanya evokes His Sudarshan Chakra to strike Jagai and Madhai 
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Based on the law of karma, 
everything experienced in life 
is due to us, be it happiness 
or distress. We may question 
why then should we suffer or 
enjoy any reaction for pain or 

else? Is it not their karma? 

another person, I will at some 
point, suffer the concomitant reaction. Yet, 
according to the law of karma, we understand, 

pain must have been due to the other person 
as their own karmic reaction. So, why am I 
implicated and forced to suffer a reaction for 
simply giving someone what was due to them? 
If anything, I acted as an agent of the law of 
karma therefore I should receive some reward 
for my act, or at the very least, get no reaction.

The clue to understanding this mystery 
lies in looking at who is responsible for 
an activity. We understand that killing 

Who is Responsible? 
Karma Series
By Ramvijay Das

another person is against the law. If convicted of 
the crime, one will suffer in the form of a prison 
sentence of even the death penalty in some 
countries. When the state imposes the death 

state’s order, and kills the prisoner by lethal 
injection, hanging or some other method. Yet 

is only performing the act of killing on 
the order of the state, not out of his own 
desire. As such, he is absolved from any 
reaction. In fact, he is remunerated 
for his service. Yet, anybody else, 
who is not authorised by the state, 
killing a prisoner who is sentenced 

to death, will be punished for their 
act.

Similarly, when we act out of our own 

own karma on them, we are still held 
responsible since we committed the 
act to satisfy our own desires. Hence, 
our desires need to be regulated and 
controlled in order to minimise the 
suffering we cause to others and 
ourselves.

FACT: South Africa has the 
highest rate of child abuse in 
the world. FACT: One in four 
children in South Africa will 
be abused in their childhood.  
FACT: Every ISKCON centre 
aims to have a trained Child Protection Team (under 
the guidance of ISKCON’s international Child 

cases of abuse. In this way ISKCON is working in 
a proactive manner to educate and empower both 
women and children against abuse.

the children of Shrila Prabhupada's movement from 
child abuse and neglect. By doing so, we strengthen 
the future of the movement—the children—while 
providing an example to the world of a spiritual 
society that practices compassionate caring and 
protection. The Shri Shri Radha Radhanath Temple 
Child Protection Team upheld this mission statement 
by launching a comprehensive programme to 
commemorate the 16 Days of Activism for Women 
and Child Abuse.

the Child Protection Team (CPT). In collaboration the 

Zero Tolerance
By Krishangi Radhe Dasi

eleven member team brings a variety of experience, 
skill, professional and personal characteristics which 
are essential to serve in this capacity. Guests were 
presented with a white ribbon, a symbol of non-
violence against women, safe motherhood, and other 
related causes.

Within the 16 day period the CPT held interactive 
programmes for children, teenagers and adults to 
equip and empower attendees to deal with matters in 
the home, school or workplace. Attendees expressed 
their appreciation for the educative and preventative 
presentations. 

The recent case of abuse in India made international 
media headlines and initiated an outcry from various 
women’s liberation movements. In light of this, 
ISKCON’s efforts are revolutionary that a religious 
organisation aims to address the ills of society.

The local Child Protection Team can be contacted via 
durbancpt@gmail.com or hotline o76 719 6461

l b t b i i t f i
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India in Turmoil
Vedic Observer
By Dwijamani Dasi

A few months ago my husband set me off to India 

me, I should stare back as hard as I can. And second, 
that should someone interfere with me physically, I 
should slap them and then make as big a scene as 
possible. Luckily, I didn’t have to employ any of these 
tactics. What I did do though, was wear sindhoor 
(marking the parting of the hair with red powder, 
the symbol of a married woman) religiously 
and I completely avoided all things over-
crowded—buses, trains, restaurants, 
snack-bars and temple rooms.

The fact of the matter is that there are 
lots of lusty men in India. Or maybe, 
the men in India in general show little 
restraint when it comes to making 
passes at the fair sex. There is somewhat 
of a contemptuous disregard and lack 
of respect for women, which is rather 
ironical considering the teachings of the 
Vedas show much honour and regard 
for women. So, it was with a heavy heart 
that I heard about the vicious assault, 
rape and subsequent death of 23 year 
old medical student, Jyoti, in Delhi, at 
the hands of six men. The world was 

the spotlight was on India and its 
shocking treatment of women. Rape has 
been described as India’s most common 
crime against women and the UN’s 
human-rights chief has described it as a 
“national problem”. According to a global 
poll by Thomson Reuters, India is the 
“fourth most dangerous country” in the 
world for women and the worst country 
for women among the G20 countries. 

From the Bhagavad-gita we can 
understand that we each have our 
allotted happiness and distress in this l i f e . 
Jyoti's material body came to an end, but her atma 
(soul) still continues on its journey. Bg. 2.20: “For the 
soul there is neither birth nor death at any time. He 
has not come into being, does not come into being, 
and will not come into being. He is unborn, eternal, 
ever-existing and primeval. He is not slain when the 
body is slain.” And so, we can pray for her. For the six 
men, we know where they’re headed. Krishna says in 
Bg. 16.22:  “There are three gates leading to this hell 
– lust, anger and greed. Every sane man should give 
this up, for they lead to the degradation of the soul.” 
We can pray for them too.

What this incident has taught me is that there 
is a striking need for spiritual elevation 
even within India. Civilization means 
exactly that, “civil society”. For 
people to act cultured and 

take shelter of 
the timeless 
wisdom 
of 

the 
Vedas. 

A long time 
ago, sages gathered 

at Naimisaranya 
and performed a long, 

the incipient Age of Kali (our current age). 
These sages, headed by Shaunaka Risi, were 

concerned about the spiritual welfare of the people 
in general, and took shelter of the recitation of 

Shrimad-Bhagavatam by Suta Goswami. 

Shukadeva Goswami recited Shrimad Bhagavatam 
to Maharaj Parikshit in an assembly of learned 
saints on the banks of the Ganges at Hastinapura 
(now Delhi). How many people, do you think, recite 
Shrimad Bhagavatam in Delhi right now? If one 
takes to the service of the lotus feet of Lord Krishna, 
he is immediately cleansed of the dirt within his 
heart and by surrendering to the Lord he is relieved 
of all sinful reactions. The Krishna Consciousness 
Movement’s goal is make people pure and perfect. 
Let us chant, hear, remember and worship Lord 
Krishna daily with love and devotion.

l i f
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What’s in a Name 
The Holy Name
By Nikunja Vilasini Dasi

We all hold our names dear to us. If we are in a 
noisy crowded room and if someone from a distance 
mentions our name, immediately our ears perk up 
and we are drawn to that place.  We identify so much 
with our name that we think we are non-different 
from it. We yearn that our glorious name be known 
to everyone. 

God too has a name but His is not of the 
same material sound or composition. 
It is fully spiritual, non-different from 
God Himself. If we utter a name of any 
material object or person, the name is 
separate from the object it represents. 
For example, if we say “water” the 
substance water is different from the 
word “water”. Water will not manifest 
before us. However, God’s name is non-
different from Him so when we utter 
His name, He is present. Like us, He is 
drawn to the place where his name is 
mentioned. Because the Lord’s names are 
of the same nature of the Lord Himself, 
when we utter His names, He dances 
on our tongues and becomes manifest 
in our minds and hearts. The spiritual 

lower material tendencies and desires, 

and gradually our natural love for God is reawakened. 

Proud as we are of our name and all that it holds dear, 
only God’s holy names have the potency to deliver us 
from material bondage, and award us true happiness. 
To discover what’s in His name—in other words to 
experience the difference between matter and spirit—
we need to simply chant it. Then someday instead of 
paying attention to our name when it is spoken, our 
minds and ears will be attracted to God’s holy names.

Precious Smile                                                               
By Yamuna Devi Dasi

A unique beautiful smile appears on my daughter’s 
face when I mention “Ratha-yatra.” Almost choking 
me with questions; her face lights up asking about the 
children’s programme. That being my inspiration, 
I decided to assist in the Phoenix Ratha-yatra 
children’s tent. Realizing how much time we spend 
trying to give our children the best of everything, 
for me giving my child spiritual understanding and 
knowledge goes far beyond the likes of just movies, 
malls or a vacation. It is about her relationship with 
God that is foremost.

The children’s tent, The 
Kings Magic Castle, was 

with plenty of fun spiritual 
activities. I immensely 
enjoyed the company of 
enthusiastic minds in the 
general craft and activity 
area. Assisting in giving 
children the opportunity 
to awaken their spiritual 
identity and engaging their 

minds in remembrance of the Supreme was truly the 

children were especially receptive to the hearing 
and chanting of the holy names of God. It was an 
enthralling experience that refreshed my own mind 
and uplifted my consciousness. 

Crafts, cooking, storytelling, puppet and magic shows, 
a children’s mini Ratha-yatra and even a movie with 
popcorn were the highlights. I recall a young boy 
bringing me to tears when he said, “I love this tent. 
Please don’t go when the festival is over.” At that 
moment, looking into his eyes I realized how much 

happiness this programme 
was bringing not only to this 
little boy but to all who were 
present. The activities had 
truly begun their spiritual 
journey.

I am glad that these activities 
were able to give my 
daughter and hundreds of 
children that precious smile 
which lights up a parent’s 
heart. Surely you agree that 
nothing beats that. 
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Lotus Land
Young Vaishnavas Column
By Krishangi Radhe Dasi

Navadwip is in West Bengal, India. This auspicious 
island is the birth place of Lord Chaitanya. Nava 
means nine and dwip means island, so it is the land 
of nine islands and it takes the shape of a lotus 

ACTIVITY
Look at the map of the 9 islands of Navadwip. 
Colour and write the name of an island on each 
lotus petal to make your own Lotus Land. Be careful 
to label them in the correct order. Tip: Antardwip 
is in the middle. 

Notice Board
Radhika Prasad Devi Dasi passed away on 
Wednesday, 16 January and Lutchman, son of 
Gopan Gana Devi Dasi passed away on Thursday, 
17 January. The Vaishnava community will miss 
them and offers their deepest condolences to 
their families

If you would like to receive SMS or email 

updates, email:  temple@iskcondurban.net

For general queries call the temple at 031-
4033328 between 9.30am-5pm.

For programme updates, Daily Darshan and 
general information: www.iskcondurban.net

       Facebook:  www.facebook.com/DurbanKrishna
       Twitter @DurbanKrishna

Ombudsman for ISKCON South Africa:
       Tribanga Sundar Das
       tribangasundar@gmail.com
       SMS 0722715400
       ttP. O. Box 434, Bruma, 2026 

Vaishnava Calendar
6 Feb Wed Fasting for Ekadasi
7 Feb Thurs Break fast 05:29 - 09:56 
14 Feb Thurs Sarasvati Puja
17 Feb Sun Shri Advaita Acharya–Appearance
               (Fast till noon)
21 Feb Thurs Fasting for Ekadasi
               (Fast till noon for Varahadeva)
22 Feb Fri  Break fast 05:41 - 10:00 
               Appearance of Lord Varahadeva
23 Feb Sat Appearance of Nityananda Prabhu
               (Fast till noon)
2 March Sat Shrila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati   
  Thakura–Appearance (Fast till noon)
8 March Fri Fasting for Ekadasi
9 March Sat Break fast 05:52 - 10:01 
10 March Sun Shiva Ratri
23 March Sat Fasting for Ekadasi
24 March Sun Break fast 06:01 - 10:01 
27 March Wed       Gaura Purnima: Appearance of 
       Shri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
       (Fast till moonrise)
28 March Thurs   Festival of Jagannatha Mishra
29 March - 1 April Durban Festival of Chariots

Note: Fast from all grain, beans and legumes on Ekadasi.

ACTIVITY
Look at the map of the 9 islands of Navadwipp. 
Colour and write the name of an island on eachh 
lotus petal to make your own Lotus Land. Be careful 
to label them in the correct order. Tip: Antardwipp 
is in the middle.

Notice Board Vaishnava Calendar



First Steps 
God Conscious Parenting
By Krishangi Radhe Dasi

Is your living-room the home for 
Hollywood actors, MTV groups, 
comic book superheroes, with Ipods 
and cell-phones scattered on the 
couch?  Is your child frowned upon at 
their friend’s birthday party due to their 
vegetarian diet or perhaps the beads worn 

engage your child in devotional service? Does 
your toddler communicate with Krishna but asks 
you why He is not reciprocating?  If so...this is the 
column for you!

We are very excited to launch a special column 
dedicated to parents who wish to raise their 
children with a strong spiritual foundation.  In an 
ever changing society where technology and peer 

values in children. Being a parent in the 21st 
century is one of the most challenging tasks. Long 
gone, it seems, are the days of innocent childhoods. 
There is little room for innocence when surrounded 
by war, violence, sexuality, baseless heroes, drugs 
and alcohol. While there is little parents can do to 
eliminate the external factors, the Vedas provide a 
basis for raising God conscious children.
  
There are so many challenges to daily life: from a 
newborn been tugged out of her mother’s womb, 

she will live for the next eighty odd years; taking 

home and to school; dealing with pressures at school; 
friendships and study; to ultimately becoming an 
independent wholesome individual. Through all 
these growing pains, parents will face daily challenges 
to ensure that their child is emotionally, physically 
and spiritually nourished.

A universal aspect of parenting is unconditional 
love for ones child and the ultimate gift of love 

to our children is to develop their unconditional 
love for Krishna. In the Nectar of Devotion, Shrila 
Prabhupada explains true love, “In the primary 
stage a child loves his parents, then his brothers and 
sisters, and as he daily grows up he begins to love his 
family, society, community, country, nation, or even 
the whole human society. But the loving propensity 

we know who is the Supreme Beloved. Our love can 

This column will use Shrila Prabhupada’s purports 

raising God conscious children. We hope that you 
will take a moment and send us an email offering 
topics or questions that you will like featured. Please 
consider this column your very own. We welcome 
communication on matters that are close to your 
heart and want to keep this column real and practical 
to support parents trying to raise God conscious 
children.

Write to parents@iskcondurban.net 
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Scones
 

Make a soft dough and shape into small scones. 
Bake for 180 degrees for 10-15 minutes.

Scones


