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Editor’s Note

India, The Holy Land

I was told by our tour guide, “India teaches one to 
depend on God, whilst the West makes one believe 
that you are God!”

What if visiting India was the same as visiting a first 
world country like America or Japan, where we are 
bombarded with the latest technology, cleanliness, 
conveniences and no austerities of any kind. Would 
the experience be the same? Visiting India is generally 
encompassed with mixed emotions. We tolerate the 
austerities in order to gain even one ounce of piety.

Currently touring India or the holy places, as we call 
it, I’ve come to understand that to gain the mercy of 
the Lord some purification has to be endured. Entry 
is never easy, regardless of money, title or status. 
However, once in, the mercy can flow like torrents 
of rain.

Among all the varieties of experiences, the most 
rewarding is probably appreciating the simplicity. 
The simplicity of the people, the simplicity of their 
situation and the simplicity of the land. We must 
remember that this holy land is significant not 
because of its good food or because of its vast array 
of shopping experiences but, primarily because the 
Lord and His devotees appeared here. He left us with 
so many pastimes which we relish by recalling and 
using them  to develop our relationship with Him. 

Ultimately the goal of our existence is to remember 
Krishna at all times and eventually go back home, 
back to Godhead. Visiting the holy land helps us to 
achieve this. So visit as often as you can but do it with 
an attitude of gratitude.

Haripriya Devi Dasi
Editor

Haripriya and her daughters, Sandhini & Ramapriya
at the ISKCON New Dehli temple.
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Message From The President

Resolute Determination

On the persistent advice of well-
wishers and personally noticing 
how my body is gradually 
weakening and limiting my 
service, I recently started a small 
exercise program. Two days into 
the routine I laughed within 
myself: “How many times have 
you started exercising and stopped 
within a week?”

“But this time it’s going to be different! Wait and 
see!”

And true enough, excuses started to infiltrate 
validating the urge to stop my exercise routine.

Many of you may have also experienced a variation 
of what I just described. Whether it be the exercise 
routine, the diet, the study program, whatever. We 
resolve to start something progressive but struggle to 
maintain the program, what to speak of reaching the 
goal!

This is often experienced in our practice of bhakti 
as well. Krishna consciousness in some ways is very 
much like an exercise routine. Sadhana-bhakti or 
the regulative practice means exactly that—we have 
to practice and practice constantly to reach the goal. 
And the goal is krishna-prema which is an eternally 
blissful and conscious existence in personal service to 
Krishna and His devotees.

But sometimes we slack off or even stop the practice. 
Just like in my exercise program. Why does this 
happen? One of the main causes is that we forget the 
goal of our practice—krishna-prema.

How is it that we could ever lose sight of such 
an attractive goal? Distraction. Bhogaisvarya-
prasaktanam, tayapahrta cetasam: In the 
Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krishna teaches that in the 
minds of those too attached to or bewildered by sense 
enjoyment, the resolute determination for devotional 
service never develops. We forget the goal of perfection 
because we get distracted by the fleeting allurements 
of material enjoyment. And so, without the goal, why 
even bother with practicing.  Practice makes perfect, 
but perfection also necessitates the practice.

Another reason for slacking off is offenses. And this 
leads to various reactions, one being the development 
of material desires which distracts us further off the 

goal of life. And the last of the major reasons 
on my list for slacking off in sadhana is the 
association of weak-minded persons.

To always be reminded of our goal of life is 
so important. We must organise these reminders 
into our daily routine - hearing lectures, reading 
Srila Prabhupada’s books, and visiting the temple 
regularly are just a few of many ways to do it. We can 
avoid allurements by intelligently understanding the 
temporary nature of all of these allurements and the 
subsequent suffering that arises from endeavouring 
to reach them. This intelligence is developed by 
reading the bona fide scriptures and surrendering to 
a spiritual authority.

And association. This is the key, actually. We must 
seek the association of serious devotees who are 
determined, enthusiastic and positive about Krishna 
consciousness. Their association is infectious. As 
Srila Prabhupada once wrote to His Holiness Giriraj 
Swami: “Now you are permanently infected and you 
can never leave...”

I have always appreciated the prophylactic nature 
of the holy places, including the Radha Radhanath 
Temple. If visited for the right reasons, one will find 
strength in the hearing of Srimad Bhagavatam, the 
worship of the deities, the association of sadhus and 
prasada and then one will almost certainly never 
slack off in one’s practice or even be deviated from 
Krishna consciousness.

Often devotees ask my advice on how to fix 
themselves and I frequently advise them to visit the 
temple regularly. It is in this atmosphere that all the 
ingredients for becoming resolute will be found and 
experienced.

So, if you are making year beginning resolutions, 
please consider adding this one to the list. Make it 
a point to take shelter of the temple regularly. It will 
change your life, blessing you with all the potency to 
stay focused in your practice of bhakti.

Knowing how difficult it could be to increase one’s 
visits to the temple, I will leave you with a nice 
consideration:  To be lax or irresolute is easy but 
advancement in bhakti is difficult and to be strict is 
difficult, but advancement in this path is easy. The 
choice is ours, really.

Hare Krishna!

Swarup Damodar Das
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In an article published in ISKCON 
Communications Journal in 2005 — “Editing 

the Unchangeable Truth” — His Holiness 
Jayadvaita Swami gave an extensive overview of 
the editorial work of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
(BBT). Jayadvaita Swami has served as the editor 
or assistant editor for nearly all the books of Srila 
Prabhupada published during Srila Prabhupada’s 
lifetime and continues to be the editor of many works 
from the BBT.

Srila Prabhupada’s books are sacred works, and 
therefore his followers may sometimes wonder if it 
is proper to edit or revise them. And so Jayadvaita 
Swami explains.

He begins: 

“‘Don’t add anything. Don’t subtract anything. 
Don’t change anything.’ This was the instruction 
ISKCON’s founder-acharya, His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, many times gave 
to his disciples. Yet some disciples he engaged to edit 
his words for publication. And editing by definition 
means to add, subtract, and change.” 

Jayadvaita Swami tells of the way Srila Prabhupada 
wrote most of his books:

“Rather than writing out or typing all his works, 
Srila Prabhupada dictated most of his books on a 
Grundig dictating machine, using tapes that each 
afforded perhaps an hour of dictation. This enabled 
him to achieve greater speed. Yet the method had 
its drawbacks: he had less opportunity to review 
and revise his words, he sometimes spoke passages 
twice, and—most of all—he had to depend on the 
accuracy of his transcribers. Especially in the early 
years, accuracy was poor. The transcribers were not 
yet deeply familiar with his philosophy, they had 
difficulty with his strong Bengali accent, and most 
of his Sanskrit words and quotations were strange 
to their ears. Moreover, Srila Prabhupada’s frequent 
clicking of the switch to start, stop, and review his 
dictation clipped short many words or deleted them 
entirely. This resulted in numerous gaps and errors. 
Sometimes transcribers simply left things out—
entire Sanskrit quotations, for example—or gave only 
phonetic approximations. Sometimes they could only 
guess at what Srila Prabhupada was saying, and often 
guessed wrong.”

Jayadvaita Swami explains what sort of editing was 
done:

“In principle, the editing Srila Prabhupada asked for 

was minimal: ‘[S]imply we have to see that in our 
book there is no spelling or grammatical mistake. 
We do not mind for any good style, our style is Hare 
Krishna, but, still, we should not present a shabby 
thing.’ In practice, to keep from shabbiness, more 
than grammar and spelling was involved. Apart from 
spelling, grammar, and punctuation, the editors 
applied standards of consistency (Deity or deity? 
spirit-soul or spirit soul?). They tried to make sure 
that pronouns had unambiguous antecedents. They 
broke long paragraphs into shorter ones. They turned 
passive constructions (‘and the rest is being awaited 
by Him’) into active (‘and He is awaiting the rest’). 
They made skewed constructions parallel.”

“For all of Srila Prabhupada’s books, the editors 
checked and revised for mundane accuracy. When 
Srila Prabhupada gave mathematical calculations, 
did the numbers tally? When he gave a geographical 
reference, did it match the map? For grammar, clarity, 
readability, and flow, the editors routinely changed 
Srila Prabhupada’s sentence structure—often utterly 
reworking it—merging sentences, or severing them, 
or rearranging clauses, striving for a suitable mixture 
of simple sentences and complex. Connectivity 
was another concern. Did each sentence follow 
from the one before? For this the editors routinely 
added connectives: and, but, however, therefore, 
nonetheless.”

Even before Srila Prabhupada’s departure the BBT 
did revisions to published books. Jayadvaita Swami 
gives us some history:

“Starting from the early 1970s, or perhaps even 
earlier, the BBT has published revised versions 
of Srila Prabhupada’s books. The editorial staff 
discovered occasional errors in published books and 
routinely corrected them in later printings. Rarely, 
Srila Prabhupada himself also pointed out a word 
or passage he wanted revised. In accordance with 
standard publishing practice, the BBT published 
such revisions without giving notice.”

Dravida Das (a senior BBT Editor) explains how 
revisions were done to published books after Srila 
Prabhupada’s departure:

“After Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance, the BBT 
has published revised editions of the Krishna Book, 
Sri Isopanisad, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Nectar 
of Devotion, and Bhagavad-gita As It Is. In these 
editions, the editors, after carefully consulting 
original tapes, manuscripts, and transcripts, restored 
material the previous editions had lost, obscured, or 
distorted.” 

Revising Srila Prabhupada’s Books?
Compiled by Rasa-sthali Dasi
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I first see him [Srila Prabhupada] just after crossing 
the Bowery at Houston Street. As he passes before 
the iron-mesh fence of a playground, I distinctly 
glimpse the aura of saintliness. I watch him through 
the rushing traffic and stumbling derelicts. He 
strolls almost jauntily down the sidewalk. He is an 
old man whom age has never touched. Aloof from 
the people and bustle about him, he walks proudly, 
independently, his hand in a cloth bead bag. He 
wears the saffron robes of a sannyasi, and on his feet 
are quaint, pointed white shoes.

I decide I must speak to him. As I start across the 
street, trucks rumbling toward Holland Tunnel block 
him from my view. I look again to make sure that he’s 
still there. Yes, he even appears to be aware of me. 
He has all the bearing of a great actor in a famous 
movie. I can’t think of what to say, but I approach 
him anyway. We both stop at once. His sudden smile 
is moonlight in the grey July smog.

“Are you from India?” I ask stupidly.
“Oh yes,” he says, his eyes bright and expressive. I 
sense that his tranquillity is fixed on something far 
beyond the traffic roar. “And you?” he asks.
“I’m American,” I say, “but I just got back from 
Calcutta.”
“Accha! Calcutta!” Another smile. “I am coming from 
Calcutta. And you were liking India?”
“Yes, well, it’s…very different.”
“And Vrindaban? You have been to Vrindaban?”

“No,” I say. “Where’s that?”
“Near Mathura,” he says.

“I’m afraid not,” I say, not 
knowing either place. “I got 
sick and had to leave.”
“But I like India,” I add. 

“I’m interested in Hindu 
philosophy. Someday I’ll 
go back.”
“You are living near 
here?” he asks.

“Two blocks down.” I point across Bowery. 
“Over on Mott Street.”
“Then we are neighbours,” he says. “I want to 
give some classes on Bhagavad-gita. I have this one 
place. I wonder if it is suitable. Maybe you can come 
and see?”
“Of course,” I say, and we turn and walk the half block 
to Second Avenue.
We stop before a small storefront between First and 
Second Streets. Occupying half the ground floor 
of a four-story apartment building, the storefront 
had evidently served as a curio shop, for the words 
“Matchless Gifts” were painted over the front door.

Matchless Gifts.
I notice an announcement in the window: “Lectures 
on Bhagavad-gita. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
7-9 p.m. A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami.” 
“This is a good area?” he asks.
“Oh yes,” I say. “It surely is. I would like to hear your 
lectures.” 
“Then you must come,” he says. Another moonlight 
smile.
“I have friends, too,” I add, “who might be 
interested.”
“Yes. Very good. You must bring them.”
“I will,” I promise. “Monday evening.”

(Hayagriva Prabhu was Srila Prabhupada’s first 
editor and worked on many of Srila Prabhupada’s 
books.)

On his deathbed, Hayagriva Prabhu humbly 
acknowledged with tears in his eyes and a voice filled 
with appreciation for his great fortune: “A seventy-
year old aristocratic Bengali gentleman arrives in New 
York with a mission to print books in English, and who 
is the first person he meets? An English professor!” 
Overwhelmed with the realisation that he had been 
the object of inconceivable mercy, Hayagriva paused, 
and then, with a sense of drama and also with sincere 
conviction and deep emotion, expressed his heart: “I 
was touched by the hand of God!”

Visitor From Calcutta
Excerpt From Hare Krishna Explosion by Hayagriva Das
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I worship Their Lordships Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu and Sri Nityananda Prabhu, 

whose arms extend down to Their knees, whose 
beautiful complexions are radiant yellow like 
molten gold and whose elongated eyes are like 
red lotuses. They are the topmost brahmanas, the 
guardians of religious principles for this age, the 
most munificent benefactors of all living entities, 
and the most compassionate incarnations of 
Godhead. They initiated the congregational 
chanting of the holy names of Lord Krishna. 
(Caitanya-bhagavata 1.1) 

Identity of Lord 
Nityananda 

“Lord Krishna, who is the son 
of the King of Vraja, became the 
son of Saci (Lord Caitanya), and 
Balarama became Nitai.” (Ishta-deve 
Vijnapti) 

Lord Balaram is the first expansion 
of Lord Krishna. From Him expand 
all the incarnations of Krishna like 
the different Visnus, Narayana, 
Rama, Nrsimha, Varaha, Kurma, 
and Kalki. (Cc. Adi 1.8-9) He also 
expands as Krishna’s paraphernalia, 
holy abode and eternal associates. He is 
even the source of all living entities. This 
extraordinary Balaram is non-different 
from Lord Nityananda. 

Servitor Godhead 

Lord Balaram serves Krishna in every 
respect, although He Himself is equal 
to Krishna. He is known as the Supreme 

LORD NITYANANDA, the only shelter 
By Jagadananda Pandit Das 

Personality of Servitor Godhead. His mood is to 
serve. “We should always remember that Krishna 
is the only supreme master and that everyone else 
is His servant. Be one even Narayana or Lord Siva, 
e v e r y o n e is subordinate to Krishna. Even 

Baladeva is subordinate to 
Krishna. This is a fact.” (SB. 

10.13.53, purport) 

 Even the incarnations of 
Krishna, which are non-different 
from Him, are Krishna’s servants. 
They appear simply to satisfy His 

desire. There is a unique flavour in 
being Krishna’s servant. It is not that 

the great personalities like Siva, Brahma, 
or even Balaram serve Krishna out of some 

duty or force. They do so happily and of their 
own volition. They want to do so more than 
anything else. In fact they will not have it any 
other way. The ecstasy of servitude is such a 
relishable treasure-house of loving emotions 
that even the Original Supreme Personality of 
Godhead Sri Krishna is hankering for it. 

Lord Balaram manifests as many personalities 
to serve Sri Krishna in different capacities. 

For example,  as  Ananta Sesa, He is endlessly 
glorifying Krishna with His millions of mouths 
since time immemorial. He is also Sri Krishna’s 
bed, flute, clothes, ornaments and peacock feather. 
And as Nityananda, He fulfils Krishna’s desire to 
make vraja-prema (the highest expression of love 
of God as practiced and experienced by the residents 
of Vrindavana) accessible to the otherwise hapless 
living entities of Kali-yuga.
 
When Krishna comes as Lord Rama, Balarama 
incarnates as Lakshmana. When Lord Krishna 
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Ekachakra Dham
The Holy Birth Place Of Sri Nityananda Prabhu 
By Kribashne Naidoo

Sri Nityananda Prabhu appeared in a place 
known as Garbhavasa in the beautifully dense forest 
of Ekachakra, in the district of Birbhum, West Bengal, 
India. The village is an area of approximately 12.8km 
squared. Ekachakra is also known as gupta (hidden) 
Vrindavana. Whatever appears in Vrindavana also 
appears in Ekachakra! 
 
Sri Nityananda Prabhu established a Krishna temple 
near the Kadamba-khandi River. It is said that Sri 
Nityananda Prabhu saw the Krishna deity floating 
in the river’s ghata, picked Him up and installed the 
deity within the 
temple. This deity 
is named Bankima 
Raya.  A few steps 
from the temple 
is a place known 
as Visramatala, 
where Sri Nitya-
nanda Prabhu 
enjoyed many 
c h i l d h o o d 
pastimes. 

Pancha Pandava Tala is a sacred tree under which 
Kunti Devi and her five sons rested.  Bhima, Kunti 
Devi’s second son, killed the demon Bakasura and 
relieved the villagers of Ekachakra from his reign 
of terror. There is also a bakula tree with all its 
branches and sub-branches that resemble the hoods 
of serpents.  It is suggested that it was Sri Nityananda 
Prabhu’s desire that Anantadeva manifested Himself. 
This place is known as Bakulatala.

Another sanctified river within Ekachakra is 
Hantugada.  Here, Sri Nityananda Prabhu established 
all the holy places. It is said that the Hantugada is as 
auspicious as the Ganga, hence everyone that resides 
in the village has the opportunity to take bath in the 
Ganga. It is also here that Sri Nityananda Prabhu 
performed the dadhi-cida festival. During this 
festival Lord Nityananda distributed chipped rice 
and yoghurt to all the devotees present.  

Srila Prabhupada visited Ekachakra in the 1970s 
with the hope of acquiring land to build an ISKCON 
temple.  It was only much later that devotees fulfilled 
Srila Prabhupada’s desire. The temple is currently 
undergoing further construction to include a larger 
worship facility as well as a guest house. To date 
Ekachakra remains untouched by the materialistic 
progression of the world.  Its beauty and spirituality 
remains elusive.

manifests as Lord Caitanya to freely distribute love 
of Godhead, Balarama manifests as our beloved Lord 
Nityananda to assist Him. 

The Bedrock of Spiritual Life 

Srila Narottama Das Thakura says that without Lord 
Nityananda’s mercy no one can attain the ultimate 
goal of life: love for Sri Sri Radha and Krishna. 

Lord Nityananda is the original spiritual master and 
the original servant of Krishna. Any living entity 
functioning in the capacity of guru is only authorised 
if specifically empowered by Lord Nityananda 
through guru-parampara. Therefore every disciple 
sees his spiritual master as a representative of Lord 
Nityananda. Devotional service cannot be given by an 
ordinary living entity. 

Lord Caitanya never accepts anyone who is averse 
to Nityananda Prabhu. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is 
Krishna in the mood of His most exalted devotee, 
Srimati Radharani. She only grants admission 
into Goloka Vrindavana (the topmost region of the 
spiritual sky) to one recommended by Nityananda 
Prabhu. (Cc. Adi 5.204) 

The holy name comes looking for that person who 
chants the name of Nitai. Simply by chanting the 
name “Nityananda” one awakens love of God. (Cc. 
Adi 8.23) 

Glorious Nityananda 

“For one who knows Nityananda Prabhu there is no 
danger anywhere. If someone wishes to cross beyond 
this world of darkness and dive into the ocean of 
devotion, let him serve the moonlike Nityananda…
may his lotus feet be implanted firmly within the 
hearts of everyone.” (Caitanya-bhagavata)



                      STORIES AND REALISATIONS

December marks the time for Hare Krishna devotees world-wide to 
make a special effort to distribute Srila Prabhupada’s books. Many 

of you may have been stopped by the devotees and we congratulate 
those of you who have purchased one or more of Srila Prabhupada’s books. 
Some of the devotees share their stories and realisations: 

I approach a person and before a word leaves my lips, I hear, “No thanks.”  
My false ego rears up and I want to shout out, “Do you know who I am?”  
But if I am only a servant of Krishna then what is the loss? How many 
lifetimes of “no thanks” have I told to Krishna within my heart?  Yet there’s 
no doubt that on book distribution Krishna is really with you, by your side 
and He really knows how to make things happen!

Being an instrument in Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana mission cannot be a 
sentimental thing.  That won’t last.  To truly want to benefit the countless 
souls we must be relishing Krishna consciousness ourselves.  One kind 
devotee taught me that the devotee who enjoys going out on books whether 
people take or not will be the devotee that can distribute books forever.  

And who will know where that book will land? Who can say how many lives 
it will transform? On the transcendental level, above the hooting cars and 
closed windows, we will never be able to understand the tidal wave of Srila 
Prabhupada’s mercy and its effect. Except for the moment of incomparable 
happiness one feels in the heart that serves to say that Krishna’s pleased.
By Rukmini Devi Dasi

The  2010 Book Marathon showed me how people are willing to accept 
Krishna Consciousness. I found people receptive and it is too bad that we 
only wait for summer to distribute books. For the first time not everything 
was about me but rather Prabhupada, ISKCON and the books. As an 
ambassador for ISKCON, it was important to me to be tolerant even when 
people were rude to me. Book distribution humbled me.
By Gopinath Brandon Wright 

I stood in the scorching heat, sweat dripping down my face, praying when a 
man in a suit approached me, “Sir, do you have the newspaper?” All I had was 
Srila Prabhupada’s books, “No, I do not have the newspaper but my books 
speak about spirituality, karma and reincarnation, higher consciousness and 
how to live a better life.” He replied, “No thanks. I just read the newspaper.” 

Although saddened, 
I continued to 
stop other people. 
About half an 
hour later, low 
and behold, the 
man in the suit 
returned! Imagine 
my surprise, often 
people listen to us 
and promise that they will come back to buy a book but 
rarely return. “I am sorry about earlier,” he said, “that I 
refused a book. It’s just that I am in a bad situation. But 
now I am back to take a book because you did say that 
the books deal with high thinking, living a better life and 
karma.” 
By Krishna Kripa Das

DEVOTEES
Total 

Books Points

1 Vibhu Caitanya Das 1849 1042.25

2 Bilvamangal Das 1243 698.75

3 Yano Pillay 851 694

4 Palika Devi Dasi 1915 617.75

5 Laghu Hari Das 2370 595.5

6 Quinton Gough 1976 516.5

7 Nama Cintamani Dasi 548 314

8 Tungavidya Devi Dasi 133 266

9 Subhananda Das 128 256

10 Krishna Kripa Das 507 254.75

11 Komeshnee Pillay 590 231.5

12 Collis Moonsamy 166 204

13 Preston Moonsamy 657 203.75

14 Jaisacinandan Das 167 200

15 Book Counter 344 188

16 Akash Ramjee 432 170.75

17 Rukmini Devi Dasi 480 163.5

18 Yadurani Devi Dasi 480 163.5

19 Sandir Sarmah 115 158

20 Terence Naidoo 194 143

21 Harichandan Das 69 133

22 Madhumangal Das 377 131.75

23 Dukhi Radha Devi Dasi 111 129.5

24 Maithili Devi Dasi 278 110.75

25 Pravina Raghubar 147 106

26 Sunil Ramkissoon 128 101.75

27 Kadamba Kanana Swami 207 91.25

28 Viresh & Yoshan 70 90

29 Krishna Prema Devi Dasi 50 75

30 Radha Ghat Dasi 34 68

31 Rupa Sanathan Das 55 67.25

32 Padyavali Devi Dasi 268 67

33 Radha Giridhari Das 32 64

34 Chandra Kanta Das 55 54.5

35 Adhir Puran 27 54

36 Rasaraj Das 80 52.5

37 Amith Ganas 158 51.75

38 Gopal Raj Das 135 51.25

39 Bhakta Reggie 175 47.5

40 Uma Kanta Das 67 42.5
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125 devotees officially joined the December Book 

Marathon. We distributed a total of 19 531 books! 

Mark your calendar and let’s try to double it this year. 

Even if we distribute books for one day or even one 

hour...remember one book can change somebody’s 

life!

DEVOTEES
Total 

Books Points

1 Vibhu Caitanya Das 1849 1042.25

2 Bilvamangal Das 1243 698.75

3 Yano Pillay 851 694

4 Palika Devi Dasi 1915 617.75

5 Laghu Hari Das 2370 595.5

6 Quinton Gough 1976 516.5

7 Nama Cintamani Dasi 548 314

8 Tungavidya Devi Dasi 133 266

9 Subhananda Das 128 256

10 Krishna Kripa Das 507 254.75

11 Komeshnee Pillay 590 231.5

12 Collis Moonsamy 166 204

13 Preston Moonsamy 657 203.75

14 Jaisacinandan Das 167 200

15 Book Counter 344 188

16 Akash Ramjee 432 170.75

17 Rukmini Devi Dasi 480 163.5

18 Yadurani Devi Dasi 480 163.5

19 Sandir Sarmah 115 158

20 Terence Naidoo 194 143

21 Harichandan Das 69 133

22 Madhumangal Das 377 131.75

23 Dukhi Radha Devi Dasi 111 129.5

24 Maithili Devi Dasi 278 110.75

25 Pravina Raghubar 147 106

26 Sunil Ramkissoon 128 101.75

27 Kadamba Kanana Swami 207 91.25

28 Viresh & Yoshan 70 90

29 Krishna Prema Devi Dasi 50 75

30 Radha Ghat Dasi 34 68

31 Rupa Sanathan Das 55 67.25

32 Padyavali Devi Dasi 268 67

33 Radha Giridhari Das 32 64

34 Chandra Kanta Das 55 54.5

35 Adhir Puran 27 54

36 Rasaraj Das 80 52.5

37 Amith Ganas 158 51.75

38 Gopal Raj Das 135 51.25

39 Bhakta Reggie 175 47.5

40 Uma Kanta Das 67 42.5

41 Nikunja Viharini Devi Dasi 57 42

42 Ramapriya Dasi 77 42

43 Rama Avatar Das 20 40

44 Nishta Devi Dasi 62 39

45 Amit Ramjee 73 36.25

46 Shivani Bissondayal 18 36

47 Ananga Mohini Dasi 18 36

48 Syamarani Devi Dasi 46 34.25

49 Carmin Naidoo 63 32.75

50 Roshen Mohanlal 39 31.75

51 Naveen Persadh 35 30

52 Lila-shakti Devi Dasi 40 30

53 Shan Sewpersad 68 28

54 Ashika 34 23.75

55 Syama Ghat Das 60 22.5

56 Sean Moodley 10 20

57 Balaram Das 20 20

58 Satchie Pillay 58 19.75

59 Purushottama 53 18.5

60 Sandhaya Kanhaye 9 18

61 Saras Naidoo 22 17.5

62 Rajiv Sewnarain 35 17.5

63 Saci Mata Dasi 37 16.5

64 Krsnangi Devi Dasi 64 16.25

65 Krishna Kishore Das 31 15.5

66 Ashwin Kumar Das 39 15.25

67 Radha Dasi 40 15

68 Drishti 52 13.75

69 Nundlall Kunjbehari 52 13.75

70 Krishna Astami Das 20 13.75

71 Keegan Govender 36 12.5

72 Pixie Rampersadh 48 12

73 Prakash 24 11.75

74 Radha Astami Devi Dasi 10 11.5

75 Syama Behari Das 20 10

76 Prabavathi Devi Dasi 5 10

77 Melan Havanchal 20 10

78 Sveta Manjari Dasi 10 9.95

79 Sringara Rasa Dasi 7 9

80 Ragamarg Devi Dasi 35 8.75

81 Malini Pillay 19 8.5

82 Gandharvika Devi Dasi 10 8.25

9
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This year we will be dedicating 
this column, “Gods and Demigods” 

to discuss the position of the demigods 
according to the bona fide revealed 
scriptures and in relation to Lord Krishna. 
In each issue, we will be highlighting one 
prominent demigod like Lord Shiva, Lord 
Ganesh, Durga, Saraswati, Laksmi, and 
others. By increasing your knowledge 
about them and the Supreme Lord, all 
doubts and confusion will be eradicated, 
just as mine did. 

Being born in a Hindu family, I was 
compelled to follow the traditions and 
norms of the Hindu faith and society. 
But unlike most traditional Hindu 
households, on our altar stood a deity 
of a dark boy holding a flute to his lips, 
wearing a yellow dhoti, and a peacock 
feather in his crown. Lord Krishna was 
our only worshipable Lord.

Soon I learned that other Hindu sects 
considered all the Hindu Gods including 
Lord Krishna, Vishnu, Shiva, Ganesh, 
Durga, Laksmi and Saraswati one and the 
same. I remained doubtful – there had to 
be one Supreme Lord otherwise what is 
the meaning of God if He is not the origin 
of everything and the cause of all causes. 
After reading dozens of books on religion 
and philosophy, I came across Srila 
Prabhupada’s Srimad Bhagavatam and 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, authorized Vedic 
scriptures explaining the science of God. 
Reading Srila Prabhupada’s words, which 
were presented in disciplic succession 
from the Lord Himself, was like a breath 
of fresh air – everything was plain and 
clear.

“There are many personalities possessing 
the qualities of Bhagavan, but Krishna is 
the supreme because none can excel Him. 
He is the Supreme Person, and His body is 
eternal, full of knowledge and bliss. He is 
the primeval Lord Govinda and the cause 
of all causes.” (Brahma-samhita 5.1)

The conclusion of the ancient Vedic 
literatures is that Lord Krishna is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. He 
Himself emphasizes this in the Bhagavad-
gita, 10.8, “I am the source of all spiritual 
and material worlds. Everything emanates 

from Me. The wise who perfectly know 
this engage in My devotional service and 
worship Me with all their hearts.”

“Neither the hosts of demigods nor the 
great sages know My origin or opulences, 
for, in every respect, I am the source of 
the demigods and sages.” (Bg.10.2)

Then who are the other Gods in relation 
to Krishna? The devas, or demigods 
(as Srila Prabhupada called them), are 
the representatives of the Supreme 
Lord Krishna, endowed with superior 
intelligence and influence necessary to 
administrate the affairs of the material 
universe on behalf of the Lord. Lord 
Brahma and Lord Shiva, for example, 
are responsible for the creation and 
annihilation of the material universes 
respectively. Although powerful pious 
beings, they are still under the influence 
of the material nature with limited power 
and control. As devotees of Lord Krishna, 
their desire is that all living entities 
surrender to His lotus feet.

Srila Prabhupada gives the example 
that if one waters the root of a tree, 
the branches, leaves and fruit are 
automatically nourished and satisfied. So 
if one satisfies the origin of the demigods, 
Sri Krishna, the demigods who are His 
servants are naturally satisfied – one 
need not worship them independently. 

Usually we approach the demigods for 
some material benefit, not knowing 
that the temporary sense enjoyment we 
seek will not give us ultimate relief from 
material miseries. Lord Krishna advises 
that real peace and happiness can only 
be derived from reawakening our eternal 
relationship with Him.

Now when I look at my altar, it is with 
a different vision. Transcendental 
knowledge has enlightened me about the 
Absolute Truth and about the necessity 
of taking exclusive shelter of Krishna’s 
lotus feet. I know that the demigods 
are pleased – they want to direct us to 
their Lord and master, Sri Krishna, the 
fountainhead of all existence, and our 
dear most friend and well-wisher.

God And Demigods
Lord Krishna – The Origin Of The Demigods

By Nikunja Vilasini Dasi
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POOL HUSTLER
By Venu Gopal Das

POOL HUSTLING! BAR FIGHTS! BASEBALL 
BATS! CAR CRASHES! DIRTY COPS! ROBBERS! 
CONS! JUNKIES! MONEY! GUNS! NEEDLES! 
STITCHES! THE OPPOSITE SEX!

As much fun as all the above is, it doesn’t change 
the fact that after some time it becomes dry, 
same old, been there done that, got the t-shirt...
All of this is merely filling the gap between life 
and death...The only guarantee in life is that we will 
die, yet nobody thinks about it till it’s too late.  

Everyone knows, if you want to get rich quick, you 
do business with the big-boys, experts, hard-hitters...
then you go in big with the expectation of high 
returns...So I went to the Hare Krishna’s and I wanted 
answers...

Who am I?
Why am I here?
What happens when I die?

The biggest FAQs with the fewest FYIs...but I was 
satisfied with the answers, not because they were 
logical and couldn’t be contradicted, but because 
they emphasized that this was only the beginning...
we hear “and the truth shall set you free”...but does 
it really?

Knowing about spirit, having values, high morals 
and principles are excellent, but only if you apply it 
in your life. Otherwise what is the use of listening to 
philosophy every week, all it does is make you self-
righteous and less guilty and I didn’t want to lie to 
myself. The Hare Krishna movement tells us from 
the word go that we need to apply all their teachings. 
Everything is given...vast knowledge found in their 
books, the wonderful practitioners who are always 
willing to help or by providing the facility and 
medium for executing what’s required.  All that’s left 
is our participation. This movement shows legitimacy 
through its results…“unity through diversity”...“single 
minded but independently thoughtful”...I’m glad 
I found a ‘movement’ that’s actually ‘heading’ 
somewhere. 
 (Venu Gopal Das became actively involved with 
ISKCON through the Bhakti Yoga Society at UKZN 
campus. He spent a year training in ISKCON 
Chowpatty and he recently received initiation.)

VEDIC OBSERVER
The Hole In The Heart
(Excerpt from Soul-wise by Radhanath Swami)

In the Gulf of Mexico there is oil coming out of the 
ground. This is the biggest news 
of America—tens of thousands of 
gallons coming out into the ocean 
every day. People are trying to stop 
it but are failing. It is considered 
to be one of the worst manmade 
disasters in the history of America. 
And it may take hundreds of years 
for that area to be ever ecologically 
recovered. And the oil company 
says that it’s difficult to fix because 
it’s very deep, about 1 mile into the 
bottom of the ocean.

However the problem is much 
deeper than 1 mile. The problem is 
peoples’ hearts; there is a hole in 
peoples’ values deep in the heart. 
[It is the] hole of ahankara or ego. 
From that hole the toxic oil of greed, lust, anger and 
pride is pouring in and polluting our consciousness. 

And because human beings’ consciousness is polluted, 
we are polluting the world. It is due to ego and greed. 
And even if they patch up the hole in the ocean, if 

they don’t patch up the hole in 
the heart, they are just going to 
make another hole and another 
hole and another hole, and bigger 
problems will come.

Bhakti or devotion to God is the 
process of healing that hole in the 
heart—cleaning the toxic waste 
out of the heart and to fill the 
heart with the nectar of love of 
God, and when that [nectar] fills 
our hearts we can fill the whole 
ocean of material existence with 
that nectar. 

This is the greatest need in 
human society—to clean the heart 

of toxic lust, greed, envy, pride and anger, to access 
divine love, and to be instruments of that love. That is 
the greatest thing anyone can do in the world.
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Quest to Learn 
By Lognath Maharaj

“By advancement in the association of the 
devotee one is placed in devotional service, 

and this service dispels all one’s misgivings about 
Krishna…Then one relishes the study of Bhagavad-
gita.” (Bg. 8.28, purport) 

These statements motivated and encouraged me 
to study through the Bhaktivedanta College of 
Education and Culture.  I first enrolled for the Bhakti 
Sadacara course eleven years ago. My first realisation 
was the difference between the body and the soul. 
The soul is eternal and the body is temporary and 
perishable. Living in the material world is just like 
being a fish out of water. I found the Bhakti Sadacara 
course interesting and enlightening. The section on 
Vaishnava etiquette dealt with the practical aspects 
of Krishna consciousness. 

 
After completing Bhakti Sadacara I enrolled for 
the Bhakti Gita Diploma, a study of Bhagavad-
gita. I have learnt that the golden thread running 
through the Gita was devotional service. This thread 
continues in the Srimad Bhagavatam. This brought 
me to the realisation that those who worship the Lord 
directly, by devotional service are called personalists. 
Prabhupada says that bhakti-yoga or devotional 
service is the highest of all. It is the most direct and 
easy means of associating with the Lord. 

Further, I learnt of the importance of good association 
and how association of devotees can positively 
influence our life. During class discussions I realized 
that we must not be fanatical in practicing Krishna 
consciousness but rather be practical and realistic. 
One needs to take into account time, place and 
circumstance.

In the later years of my studies I was approached 
to teach at the college. I have met students from 
all walks of life, backgrounds and cultures. I have 
learnt to contextualize my answers according to 
different students. I have found students to be 
very receptive and enthusiastic in their quest 
for spiritual knowledge. Students like to hear 
“stories” about the Lord and His pastimes thus 
I always include this aspect in my classes. My 
classes have come to serve two purposes: the 
sharing of knowledge with others and a source 
of inspiration in my own quest to learn.

Get a better understanding of Bhagavad-
gita and other Vedic knowledge through our 
Bhaktivedanta College. Contact Rasa-sthali 
Dasi on 031-4033328 or email rasasthali@
nitai.co.za
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Can’t Get Enough
By Bhavna Ramsarup

The Bhakti Yoga Society (BYS) Retreat with its 
amazing soul-fulfilling activities, building life-long 
friendships and brightening the way through spiritual 
advancement, is the annual highlight event for many 
students from different campuses. 

Just a few weeks back marked the summer BYS 
retreat, held at the Sri Sri Radha Radhanath temple 
in Chatsworth, and like the other twenty two students 
I too was over the moon to be a part of it. This is my 
8th BYS retreat! I knew without a doubt that we 
were in for a four-day experience packed with fun, 
laughter, devotion and moments that will make you 
smile when recalling it at 60. And this is exactly what 
each student received. 

Our day began at 
4:30am, you can 
imagine the challenge 
to wake up, but after 
the first day we were 
more than happy to 
get an early start to 
the day as this meant 
not wasting a single 
moment of the retreat. 
We got a good morning 
workout after greeting 
the Deities as we sang 
and danced in rocking 
kirtan. This filled our energy tanks gearing us for a 
full day of fun, fun, fun. The activities through the 
day included a japa class (Yoga for the Mind), self 
discovery classes, a cook off, team building exercises, 
group projects, going to the beach, distributing 
books, going out on Food for Life, and classes with 
senior devotees to name a few.

In Yoga for the Mind we learnt the theory behind  
japa and how the little things we do, for example, the 
way we sit and breathe can affect our  japa. Everyone 
signed a confidentiality contract which allowed 
everyone to explore themselves freely in terms of 
values, morals, and the type of person we are. This 

activity enabled the students to re-evaluate our 
lives and gave us the chance to come face to face 
with our fears while creating an environment 
in which we were able to overcome them. 
This ultimately led to self-awareness, and left 
us equipped with the ability to acknowledge our 
goals, think outside the box and recognize when our 
actions and doings are different from our thoughts 
and goals. 

On the third day we went out on book distribution, 
and each and everyone came back overjoyed. We 
all had funny and inspiring stories to share from 
our experience. It was so inspiring that a group of 
the girls from the BYS retreat decided to stay at the 
temple for an additional week to go out on books 

everyday from 10am to 8pm.

Food for Life touched the 
hearts of every person. Seeing 
the smile of a child as you 
hand them a plate of food 
is a picture that will stay in 
our hearts forever. A student 
commented, “Being with these 
kids teaches you humility and 
forces you to give up your false 
pride, we are truly blessed to 
be given the chance to this.” 

Each class and activity 
equipped us with a different 
ability, an ability that allows 

us to grow each day as we move through and face 
new difficulties. Many students mentioned that their 
lives will never be the same again.

The BYS retreat is a journey that never ends, taking 
us to greater heights, allowing us to explore the 
beautiful field of devotion and sincerity, while the 
flowers of association blossoms, adding more colour 
to our spiritual life, ensuring us that this is where we 
want to be.

Join BYS on your campus! Contact Krishna Candra 
Das on 0741027675

VAISHNAVA KITCHEN
DOKRA
Ingredients:
1½  cups semolina
3 teaspoon chana/gram flour
6 tablespoon oil
½  cup cream style sweet corn
1½  cup maas
1½  teaspoon baking powder
Fine ginger, salt and fine green chillies to taste
You will need a steamer. 

Method:
1. Mix the semolina and chana flour with 3 tablespoons of oil. 
2. Add the sweet corn and the remaining 3 tablespoons of oil. 
3. Add in the maas, baking powder and spices.
4. When you are ready to steam the dokra, add 1 teaspoon of  
     Eno fruit salts and 1½ tablespoons of lemon juice.
5. Oil the steaming pan to prevent the mixture from sticking.
6. When done, cut into cubes and make a chaunce of mustard                     
     seeds and sesame and sprinkle over the dokra. 
7. Garnish with fresh coriander. May be served hot or cold.
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Due to the growth of ISKCON-KZN and the 
establishment of new temples, it became necessary 
to restructure the KZN Management Board (KZNMB) 

so as to better manage resources and facilities available 
and to ensure that the whole of KZN is taken into account 
when planning. Govardhan Das, the co-National Secretary 
for ISKCON in South Africa was asked to facilitate the 
constitution of a new KZNMB. The following members 
serve on the newly constituted board:

Agricious Ngcobo
Balaram Das (PSDG) - Secretary
Govardhan Das  - Chairperson
Haridev Das
Haripriya Devi Dasi (BCS) – Deputy chair
Isvara Puri Das 
Prabhanu Das
Radha Prema Devi Dasi
Ragunath Bhatta Das
Shyamaghat Das
Sri Hari Das 
Sripada Das
Sunil Mohan Das
Swarup Damodar Das
Umesh Prakash

The following resolutions were taken by the KZNMB to 
date. 

1.  The KZNMB shall not have an executive committee. If 
a crisis situation arises that cannot wait for the next board 
meeting, details thereof must be forwarded by e-mail to all 
board members for their consideration on the matter. 

2. Balaram Das (PSDG) shall be the KZNMB representative 
on the South African National Council of ISKCON

3. The resolutions of the KZNMB shall be sent to all 
existing temples and to all nama-hattas to be posted on 
the notice board and to be read out to the congregation. 
The resolutions shall also be published in the temple 
newsletter. 

4. A team of five board members were elected to oversee 
and provide guidance, support and direction to the 
ISKCON centres in the three midland areas: Newcastle, 
Ladysmith and Pietermaritzburg. 

5. A fully developed proposal on Phase 3 plans for the Sri 
Sri Radha Radhanath temple shall be presented at the next 
board meeting. 

6. ISKCON-KZN shall follow the newly developed 
national policy on initiation adopted by the National 
Council, wherein the temple president makes the final 
recommendation for initiation and not the initiation 
committee. Further, any devotee who is aggrieved with 
the results of the recommendation process can write to the 
board. 

7. At the next strategic planning meeting, the KZNMB 
shall develop an over-arching vision for African preaching 
in KZN but that in the meanwhile the Nandagram project 
should receive guidance from Prabhanu Das (NJP) and the 
Umlazi project from Swarup Damodar Das (SSRR)                                                                                               

8. At the next strategic planning meeting, the KZNMB shall 
develop an outline of the powers and duties of the Nama-
hatta Assist Committee, after which the committee shall be 
reconstituted.

9.  At the next strategic planning meeting, The KZNMB shall 
outline the minimum standards that should be adhered to 
for performances at public festivals.

10. The National Public Relations Co-ordinator, Haridev 
Das, shall be asked to assist in the setting up of the Public 
Relations Office for KZN.

11. At the next strategic planning meeting, the KZNMB shall 
explore the mechanisms and implications of regionalisation 
of ISKCON in KZN before a decision can be made.

12. At the next strategic planning meeting, the KZNMB 
shall explore strategies that could be used to strengthen 
the Bhakti Lata program.

13. The Food for Life team shall draft a letter to the KZNMB 
providing details of their intention to acquire and use 
sponsored land in Hippo Road, Sea Cow Lake as the Food 
for Life headquarters. The KZNMB shall then forward the 
letter to ISKCON-SA for their consideration and guidance 
in the process involved.

14.  At the next strategic planning meeting, The KZNMB 
shall explore strategies that could be employed in engaging 
the youth in a more positive way so as to decrease the 
energy they direct towards fostering boy-girl relationships, 
and in educating parents on monitoring the conduct of as 
well as effective ways of educating their children.

For more information or queries please contact the KZNMB 
secretary, Balaram Das (PSDG) on 0828770753 or iskcon.
kznmb@gmail.com

RESOLUTIONS OF THE ISKCON-KZN MANAGEMENT BOARD
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VaisHnava Calendar
8 February 2011 Vasanta Pancami 
 Sarasvati Puja
 Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti   
 Thakura—Disappearance
 Appearance:
 Srimati Visnupriya Devi
 Sri Pundarika Vidyanidhi  
 Sri Raghunandana Thakura  
                                Srila Raghunatha Das Gosvami
10 February 2011 Sri Advaita Acarya’s Appearance
 Fast till noon.
12 February 2011 Sri Madhvacarya’s    
 Disappearance
13 February 2011 Sri Ramanujacarya’s    
 Disappearance
14 February 2011 Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fast from all  
 grain, beans and legumes.
 Fast till noon for Varahadeva’s  
 appearance tomorrow.
15 February 2011 Break fast time: 05:36-09:58
 Lord Varaha’s Appearance
 (fasting done yesterday)
16 February 2011 Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s   
 Appearance
 Fast till noon.
18 February 2011 Srila Narottama Dasa   
 Thakura—Appearance
22 February 2011 Srila Bhaktisiddhanta   
 Sarasvati Thakura -Appearance
 Fast till noon.
28 February 2011 Vijaya Ekadasi. Fast from all  
 grain, beans and legumes.
1 March 2011 Break fast time: 05:46-10:00
 Sri Isvara Puri—Disappearance
5 March 2011 Srila Jagannatha Das Babji— 
 Disappearance
16 March 2011 Amalaki Vrata Ekadasi. Fast  
 from all grain, beans and   
 legumes.
17 March 2011 Break fast time: 05:57-07:13
 Sri Madhavendra Puri -   
 Disappearance
19 March 2011 Gaura Purnima: Appearance of  
 Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
 Fast till moonrise.
26 March 2011 Sri Srivasa Pandita-Appearance
30 March 2011 Papamocani Ekadasi. Fast   
 from all grain, beans and   
 legumes.
31 March 2011 Break fast time: 06:05-09:10
 Sri Govinda Ghosh-    
 Disappearance

Notice Board
Newcastle is holding their Ratha-yatra festival on 
Saturday, 9 April 2011, starting at 3pm at Ashmik 
Centre. For more information call Nityananda Pran 
Das on 0845246754 

Congratulations to:
 • All our matriculants! Wishing you the very best   
  in your future endeavours.
 • The recently initiated disciples of His Holiness   
  Kadamba Kanana Swami 
 • Tracey and Aden who were married on Tuesday, 14  
  December 2010 at Govardhan Hill
 • Nitai Das and Nikunja-lila Dasi who were married  
  on Thursday, 16 December 2010 at Govardhan Hill

Congratulations to the following couples on the arrival 
of their new babies:
 • Radha Sundari Dasi and Premananda Das  
 • Rakesh and Kavita
 • Damodara Caran Das and Radhika Sundari Dasi
 • Kavi and Leesha
 • Nrsinga and Ravitha

Thanks to Lashika Ravjee for her innovative design in 
this issue of the Hare Krishna News

Ombudsman Balaram Das PSDG can be contacted on 
0828770753 or balaram@absamail.co.za  

If you would like to receive SMS or e-mail notifications 
about various happenings and updates, 
e-mail us at: kzn@pamho.net

For general queries call the temple at 031-4033328 
between 9am-5pm.

We like to hear from you! If you would like to share 
your temple experience or spiritual or service related 
realisations then write to Haripriya Dasi at haripriya@
nitai.co.za or Rasa-sthali Dasi at rasasthali@nitai.co.za




