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Cosy Winter Nights
“Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the
human face,” someone once said. In Durban we
are blessed with warm winters and there’s nothing
more comforting than basking in the warm winter
sun whilst eating a freshly fried sweetcorn katchori.
Other parts of South Africa are not so fortunate. I was
in Johannesburg recently where boots, scarves and
thermal hats are a must for this season. Looking at our
Vaishnava calendar, it’s obvious and coincidental that
there are no major festivals in the winter months.
Now that Ratha Yatra is over, the next big festivals
include Janmastami and Kartik. So what do we do
from now until then? Reflect, perhaps? Or should we
take it all in and analyse the inspirational input over
the past few months? I quite like the idea of having a
relaxing evening in front of the fire place reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books, or in most of our cases, warming
our feet in front of the 3-bar halogen heater which
still manages to dry up all the air! I suppose more
time becomes available since nobody wants to leave
home and evenings are suddenly lonely occasions
waiting to be picked up and used effectively.
If boredom strikes there is always catching up on
sleep after the hectic festivals or even better, watching
Prabhupada Memories. My younger daughter is
hooked and generally spends any free time watching
Srila Prabhupada’s disciples share their memories of
our century’s greatest scholar. Of course there is also
the colouring in of this issues’ Young Vaishnava’s
corner. It’s an intricate piece with a hidden surprise,
so let the colour frenzy begin! Another delicious
option is trying out the special celebrity recipe, which
is an excellent Ekadasi favourite and is guaranteed to
tantalise the taste buds.
The Winter Book Marathon is also on our doorstep,
so look out for special book offers at theRadha
Radhanath Temple and participation dates.
This issue of the Hare Krishna News focuses on Lord
Shiva and his position as a Vaishnava. There is often
confusion as to who Lord Shiva is, so hopefully this
issue will bring clarity and simultaneously solidify
our beliefs.
Happy reading, stay warm!
Haripriya Devi Dasi
Write to me: haripriya@nitai.co.za

Message from the Temple President
Miracles and Miracle Men
Fascinating people with magic tricks may beguile
I harbour a fascination about miracles - I am
the public but those tricks will ultimately bind them
sure many of us do. In one dictionary a miracle is
further to the material world. But guiding people on a
defined: “A surprising and welcome event that is not
miraculous life transforming journey to situate them
explicable by natural or scientific laws and is therefore
eternally in the bliss of serving Krishna is true magic!
considered to be the work of a divine agency.” The
And Srila Prabhupada did just that and is continuing
more I considered this definition, I noticed how
to cast his magic through his spiritual movement,
flawed it is - because an event cannot be understood
ISKCON.
by natural or scientific laws, does not mean it is
divine or spiritual; rather that the
Each ISKCON devotee has been
natural or scientific experience and
miraculously touched by Srila
knowledge we currently have is not
Prabhupada and their stories are
sufficiently developed to measure
inspiring. Most inspiring for me
and understand subtle material
is the accounts of the very first
events.
devotees being transformed by
Srila Prabhupada. HH Satsvarupa
Having spent long periods of
Das Goswami’s, Srila Prabhupadatime in India over the past
lilamrta (the full biography of Srila
fifteen years, I often witnessed
Prabhupada) has always been one
apparently inexplicable “material”
of my favourite and most inspiring
miracles performed by yogis and
books. And now HH Mukunda
magicians that would fascinate
Goswami has just released Miracle
even David Copperfield and David
on Second Avenue, his memoir of
Blaine. These illusionists in India
the early days of the Hare Krishna
fascinated me, but I was never once
Movement in New York, San
overwhelmed by them since I had
Francisco, and London. In this
already experienced a miracle (not
book you will find detailed and
an illusion) performed by a divine
personal accounts of how Srila
agency, a pure devotee of Krishna
Prabhupada began to weave the
that is still transforming my life
magic of Krishna consciousness
and the lives of millions of others.
into the hearts of the early
devotees. A few hundred copies
In Hyderabad during a pandal
will arrive in the next few months
(large tent) program in March 1975,
in Durban. Be sure to grab yours
Srila Prabhupada was challengingly
as soon as it arrives and relive the miracle of Krishna
questioned by one Indian gentleman, “Swami Soconsciousness!
and-So can do miracles. Can you show me a miracle?”
(The swami referred to could produce ashes, gold and
And I look forward to someday hearing from you how
sweets and give it to people even over long distances.)
Srila Prabhupada changed your life!
“This is my miracle!” Srila Prabhupada responded
majestically gesturing towards the hundred and
Hare Krishna.
fifty Western devotees on the stage. “I made these
Swarup Damodar Das
mlecchas (low-born meat-eaters) into Vaishnavas!”
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A pioneer of unalloyed devotion
Born on September 2nd 1838 in the village of
Biranagara located in the district of Nadia, Thakura
Bhaktivinoda took his birth in the family of great
devotees of Lord Nityananda. In the year 1866
Kedaranatha Bhaktivinoda was employed in the
district of Chapara in the position of Deputy Register
with the power of a Deputy Collector and Deputy
Magistrate. Becoming attracted to the philosophy of
Vaishnavism, Thakura Bhaktivinoda would read the
Caitanya-caritamrta again and again and thus he
became endowed with greater faith and respect for
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In this way he applied his
mind very intently to the examination and study of
Vaishnava philosophy. Always anxious to use every
moment in loving service of Krishna, he followed a
strict austere daily schedule:
8-10p.m.		
10-4a.m. 		
4-4:30a.m. 		
4:30-7a.m. 		
7-7:30a.m.      		
7:30-9:30a.m    
9:30-10a.m.      
10a.m. - 1p.m.   
1-2p.m.     		
2-5p.m     		

Bhaktivinoda worked with a pocket watch so
everything he did was done on time. In this way we
can see how Bhaktivinoda was always eager for the
service of the Lord and was always engaged in that
service despite his family and official responsibilities.
Thakura Bhaktivinoda showed through his clear
and lucid writings that the solution to all contending
theories, isms, sectarian dogmas and doctrines could
be found in the teachings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Bhaktivinoda Thakura lifted the spiritual cataract on
the religious vision of the people of Bengal by his many

Rest (two hours)
Write
Rest
Chant Japa
Correspondence
Study sastras
Bath, prasada
Court Duties
Refresh at home
Court Duties

Thakura Bhaktivinoda gave the chance for the seed
of pure devotion to grow in many people’s hearts. He
published in the Hindu Herald, an English periodical,
a detailed account of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s life.
At this time the learned society of Vaishnavas gave
Kedaranatha Datta the title of ‘Bhaktivinoda Thakura’
and from that time onward he has been known by
that name.
After the discovery of Mahaprabhu’s birth place at
Mayapura, Jagannatha Dasa Babaji and Thakura
Bhaktivinoda began worshiping Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu there. Once one of the Thakura’s young
sons was suffering from a skin disease and Jagannatha
Dasa Babaji told the boy to lie down at the birth site
of Lord Caitanya. The boy followed his instructions
and the next day he was cured.
The Divine Character of Bhaktivinoda
Thakura
By studying the character, life and literary works
of a great Vaishnava acharya, one can derive deep
understanding of how to lead one’s life in such a way
that devotion to God becomes manifest in the heart.
As a Magistrate he was very strong in his court
decisions. He would decide them immediately. He
would go to the court wearing pants, his big coat,
his neck beads and tilaka on his forehead. He would
4

shave his head monthly and he never cared what
anyone thought.

writings, which were both revolutionary and endowed
with the quality of sweet reasonableness. He preached
that the universal religion and common function of all
souls is devotional service to the Supreme Lord Krishna
and ‘Back to Home, Back to Godhead’ ‘was the motto
he taught and practiced throughout his life.
In his Sri Caitanya-shiksamrita he predicted a day
when people of all nations, castes, creeds and colours
would come under the banners of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and dance together hand in hand in the
universal church of the chanting of the Holy Name
of God. He believed strongly that the sankirtana
movement of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu would bring
eternal peace and harmony to the whole world and for
this reason he stressed the preaching of Sri Caitanya’s
teachings, particularly through the medium of the
English language in the world today.
(Adapted from Stephen Knapp’s [aka Sri Nandananda
Das] paper on Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. We
celebrate his disappearance day on Friday, 1 July
2011.)

Srila Prabhupada and the Shiva Bhakta
His Holiness Giriraj Swami, a senior disciple of Srila Prabhupada, gives an account in his book “Watering
the Seed” of how Prabhupada dealt with Shivaites (devotees of Shiva) who claim that Lord Shiva is
the supreme. Once in Madras, Giriraj Swami tried to convince a Mr. Ramakrishna of Lord Krishna’s
supreme position but being a staunch devotee of Lord Shiva, he wouldn’t accept this to be true. So they
decided to approach Srila Prabhupada about the matter.
Puja and Bhakti
By Giriraj Swami
After Srila Prabhupada arrived, Mr. Ramakrishna came to meet him. “I met your disciple Giriraj,” Mr.
Ramakrishna said, “and I argued that Shiva is supreme, and he argued that Krishna is supreme. So, who
is supreme?” Srila Prabhupada took a completely different
approach. He didn’t enter into the polemics about who was
supreme. Rather, he said, “There are two words in Sanskrit—
puja and bhakti. In puja one worships the deity to get some
material benefit, and in bhakti one worships only to give
pleasure to the deity, without expectation of personal
return.” Then Srila Prabhupada said, “Generally the
worshipers of Shiva engage in puja—they worship
to get some material benefit—whereas in bhakti we
worship Krishna for the sake of Krishna’s pleasure,
just to please Him.”
“Is it not possible,” Mr. Ramakrishna asked, “to
worship Shiva in the mood of bhakti?” And Srila
Prabhupada replied, “It is possible, but it would
be exceptional. For example, generally people
go to a liquor shop to buy liquor. Now, one
could go for another purpose, but that
would be an exception. Generally people
go to buy liquor.” Srila Prabhupada
did not enter into the controversy
over which deity was supreme; rather,
he explained different moods in the
worship of different deities. And Mr.
Ramakrishna was satisfied with the
answer.
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Gods and DemiGods
MAHADEVA SHIVA - THE TOP MOST DEVOTEE
By Nikunja Vilasini Dasi
him the form of Nandeshwar Hill in Nandagram,
“Snake, scorpions, spiders…” Mother Yashoda’s voice
the beautiful crown decorating Nanda Maharaja’s
choked in fear as she slammed the door. A voice from
capital. Now, Lord Shiva, disappointed and heartoutside boomed, “Oh Maiya, O Mother, I want darshan
broken, left the palace to take shelter in a forest
of your lala, I want to see your dear son Krishna. Please
nearby, hoping against hope that he would see
open the door.”
Nandalal, Nanda Maharaja’s son.
“Go away, fearsome yogi, if my lala sees you, He will be
In the meantime little Krishna began to cry and
terrified,” shuddered Mother Yashoda.
there was nothing that Mother Yashoda could do to
The strange yogi with ashes smeared all over his
console Him. Then an elderly gopi suggested that
body, a snake around his neck and scorpions and
someone who had visited that day must have put
spiders crawling all over him, pleaded with her to
a spell on Krishna – nazar or “evil eye.” Yashoda
see Krishna but with no success. Eventually seeing
thought of the fearsome yogi beggar and knew that
his determination to stay and thinking him to be an
he was the culprit. The gopis searched for him
ordinary mendicant, Mother Yashoda gave him some
throughout Nandagram and eventually found him
rotis and sent him away. Little did she know that he
in deep meditation in the forest. They brought him
was Lord Shiva, Lord Krishna’s topmost devotee, who
to Krishna to remove the “evil eye” he had cast on
had come to take darshan of his dear Lord. She also
the small child. As soon as Krishna saw Lord Shiva,
did not know that Nandeshwar Hill, that supported
He smiled. Mother Yashoda shut the door and again
Nanda Maharaja’s palace (their residence), was an
little Krishna started to cry. Lord Shiva said, “Maiya,
expansion of Lord Shiva himself. Many years ago, Lord
there’s only one way to cure lala’s crying — please
Krishna had answered Lord Shiva’s prayers of wanting
put His feet upon my head.”
to participate in His wonderful Vraja pastimes. He
Mother Yashoda was aghast. “What? No! Never!”
granted Lord Shiva eternal residence in Vraja by giving
she cried, seeing the snake and other venomous
creatures on Shiva’s head. Somehow, after some
time, the elderly gopis convinced Mother Yashoda
that this was best for Krishna and she relented.
When she put little Krishna’s lotus feet on his head,
Lord Shiva began to dance in ecstasy while playing
his damaru drum. Krishna laughed with joy seeing
Lord Shiva’s dance and Yashoda was so pleased that
she granted Lord Shiva permanent residence in
Nandagram — that whenever her little lala would
cry, he should give his darshan. Lord Shiva agreed
on the condition that everyday Krishna’s bathing
water should be sprinkled on his head and the
remnants of Krishna’s food given to him. In this
way, he assured Mother Yashoda that no danger or
demon would enter Nandagram and disturb her son.
And because of Lord Shiva’s presence as Nandeswar
Mahadeva, no demon came to Nandagram.
Such are the loving exchanges between Supreme
Lord Krishna and His devotee, Lord Shiva. The Vedic
scriptures describe Lord Shiva as vaishnavanam
yatha shambhu or the topmost Vaishnava devotee
of the Lord. There are innumerable accounts of Lord
Shiva’s special relationship with Lord Krishna and
the many ways he took part in the Lord’s pastimes.
All over Vraja, there are countless shiva-lingas
marking the confidential role of Lord Shiva in Lord
Krishna’s pastimes. Vaishnavas or devotees of Lord
Krishna seek Lord Shiva’s mercy and blessings
to grant them eternal residence in Vraja, Lord
Krishna’s abode.
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Before learning about Lord Shiva’s confidential
position in relation to the Supreme Lord, I only knew
of his role in the material world in his multifarious
expansions. As the destroyer of the material universe,
he presides over the mode of ignorance although
completely aloof from it. He is the shelter of ghosts
and hobgoblins and is easily pleased, granting
material benedictions to his devotees. He is famous
for his incredible powers, for swallowing poison from
the ocean of nectar without being harmed and for
accepting the Ganga on his head thus making him
most auspicious. Certainly, Lord Shiva is not any
ordinary demigod – he is Mahadeva, the greatest of
all demigods. “Thus Lord Shiva’s position is between
that of the living entity and that of the Supreme Lord.
In other words, Lord Shiva is neither the Supreme
Personality of Godhead nor a living entity. He is the
form through which the Supreme Lord works to beget
living entities within this material world. As yoghurt is
prepared when milk is mixed with a culture, the form
of Lord Shiva expands when the Supreme Personality
of Godhead is in touch with material nature.” (Cc.
Madhya 20.273, purport)
Once Lord Shiva was pleased with the worship and
severe austerities of the demon Vrikasura and wanted
to give him a boon. The demon wished that anyone’s
head he touched would fall off. Shiva reluctantly
granted his wish and the ungrateful demon wanted
to test his boon on Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva ran for
his life and eventually took shelter of Lord Vishnu
who gave him protection. Lord Vishnu, disguised as
a brahmana approached Vrikasura telling him that
Lord Shiva had cheated him. Vishnu convinced the
foolish demon to test the boon by touching his own
head. By doing so, the demon was destroyed and Lord
Shiva was saved.
Srila Prabhupada further explains in Srimad
Bhagavatam, 4.30.38, purport: “Those whose
minds are distorted by material desires surrender
unto demigods and follow the particular rules
and regulations of worship according to their own
natures. One enamoured by material benefits is
called hrta jnana (one who has lost his intelligence).
In this connection it is to be noted that sometimes

in revealed scriptures Lord Shiva
is described as being non-different
from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
actual fact is, ‘The only supreme master is Krishna,
and all others are His devotees or servants.’ (Cc. Adi
5.142) This is the real fact, and there is no difference
of opinion between Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu in
this connection. Nowhere in revealed scripture does
Lord Shiva claim to be equal to Lord Vishnu.”
Therefore, Vaishnavas do not separately worship
Lord Shiva. They respect and worship him in the
mood of becoming a loving servant of Krishna. By
exclusively worshiping Lord Vishnu, they avoid
creating the misunderstanding in people that Lord
Shiva is the supreme. They also know that Lord Shiva
is completely satisfied and more pleased when we
serve and worship the Lord of his heart.
Once, Lord Shiva desired to become a gopi and
take part in Krishna’s rasa dance. After bathing in
Mana Sarovara, he was awarded a body of a gopi
and entered the rasa arena. He humbly prayed to
Radha and Krishna, “Please give me devotion to Your
lotus feet.” Lord Krishna, pleased with his devotion
said, “O Gopishwar, I bless you that from today all
the gopis will offer respect to you.” Hearing Krishna
address the gopi as Gopishwar (the Lord of the gopis),
Radharani became angry, as Krishna had never
addressed Her like this before. Krishna explained
that this gopi was Lord Shiva who had come to enjoy
with Them. He then gave Lord Shiva the position of
rakshaka, or protector of Sri Vrindavan Dham so
that no unqualified persons may enter. From then
onwards the gopis worshiped Gopishwar Mahadeva
so that they will always be in Krishna’s association
and until today devotees worship him to grant them
eternal residence in Vrindavan.
Lord Shiva’s divine qualities, attributes and pastimes
are unlimited and his relationship with Lord Vishnu
or Krishna is deep and sublime. He loves those who
surrender to the Lord in humility and devotion and if
we honour him as an exalted servant of the Lord, the
Lord is pleased as He always is when we glorify His
dear devotees.
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Lord Shiva AS SHankaracHarya
By Siddhi-lalasa Dasi
The karma kanda section of the Vedas was practiced
by karma-mimamsa brahmanas. Part of that system
is the ashvamedha-yajna, a sacrifice in which a horse
or a bull is sacrificed, but not for the purpose of killing
them. The animals were rejuvenated and a new life was
given to them just to prove the efficacy of the hymns
of the Vedas. And the performer gets relief from the
reactions of sins.
However, with the advent of Kali-yuga the brahmanas
lost their purity and hence their competence to
perform the yajnas properly. Therefore the animals
would die in the fire sacrifice. The Vedas forbid the
ashvamedha sacrifice in Kali-yuga, but the brahmanas
being somewhat proud of their lineage (a symptom
of degradation of the brahmincal order), continued
with the practice and killed animals in the name of the
Vedas.
In order to offset this discrepancy in religious
principles, the Supreme Lord Vishnu appeared as Lord
Buddha. He questioned the act of the brahmanas. The
latter argued that their act is based on the injunctions
of the Vedas. Therefore Lord Buddha declared that
He rejects the authority of the Vedas. By so doing He
automatically rejected animal sacrifice. The objective of
the brahmanas was elevation to the heavenly planets.
To counteract this objective, Lord Buddha presented
the philosophy of nonviolence, ahimsa, and did not
mention the soul or the Supreme Lord. It was basically
atheistic. Lord Buddha, in fact, taught the preliminary
principles of the Vedas and hence saved the poor
animals. And the brahmanas who were performing
the yajnas were also saved from sinful activities.

The Vedas do not aim at temporary material
enjoyment on the heavenly planets, nor simply at
being vegetarians as propounded by the Buddhists
but they aim at eternal liberation from the cycle of
birth and death and revival of our lost relationship
with the Supreme Lord Krishna and devotional
service to Him. In order to bring back the Vedas
the great scholars deeply studied the Vedas. At that
time an incarnation of Lord Shiva appeared in the
holy land of India. He became known as Sripad
Shankaracharya, and propagated the philosophy
known as “Mayavada”. His aim was to bring back the
Vedas, which had been rejected by Lord Buddha. His
method was simply one step away from Buddha. He
brought back an understanding of the soul but didn’t
distinguish the soul from the Supreme Soul.
The Padma Purana states: ‘“The Mayavada
philosophy,” Lord Shiva informed his wife Parvati,
“is impious [asac chastra]. It is covered Buddhism.
My dear Parvati, in Kali-yuga I assume the form of
a brahmana and teach this imagined Mayavada
philosophy. In order to cheat the atheists, I describe
the Supreme Personality of Godhead to be without
form and without qualities. Similarly, in explaining
Vedanta I describe the same Mayavada philosophy
in order to mislead the entire population toward
atheism by denying the personal form of the Lord.”’
Lord Shiva taught this Mayavada philosophy under
the Supreme Lord’s instruction: ‘The Supreme
Personality of Godhead told Lord Shiva: “In Kaliyuga, mislead the people in general by propounding
imaginary meanings for the Vedas to bewilder them.”’
(Shiva Purana)
Even though Lord Shiva appeared to propagate
Mayavada philosophy, at the end of his pastime in
the form of Shankaracharya, he spoke Vaishnava
philosophy: bhaja govinda bhaja govinda bhaja
govinda mudha-mate. He stressed worshiping Lord
Krishna, three times in this verse and especially
warned his followers that they could not possibly
achieve deliverance simply by word jugglery and
grammatical puzzles. If one seriously wants mukti,
he must worship Lord Krishna. That is Sripada
Shankaracharya’s last instruction.
Lord Shiva is one of the twelve mahajanas, great
personalities who propagate the philosophy of
devotional service to Lord Narayana. His disciplic
succession is the Rudra Sampradaya and as now
known as the Visnu Swami Sampradaya or Vallabha
Sampradaya.
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Smokin’ Sankirtan in the Mountains
By Anuradha Dasi
The intense Ratha Yatra weekend had barely ended
when resident and congregational devotees of the
Radha Radhanath Temple journeyed 2.5 hours into
the Drakensberg Mountains
to participate in the 48 hour
Smoking Dragon Women’s
Music Festival. This festival
took place at the Ampitheatre
Backpackers which is nestled
just close enough to the
Drakensburg Mountains to
make it a breathtaking setting
and yet not close enough to
make us feel guilty for not
doing any long japa walks.
This festival highlighted female
artists and entrepreneurs only
and we got to enjoy the talents
of a wide variety of ladies that
included our talented devotee
cooks and kirtaneers. It is
always refreshing to encounter
new artists who are so good at
what they do and who in their
music show their search for
some believable truth. This
made it a powerful venue to
distribute Krishna prasada,
books, Indian fare, and
spiritual knowledge.
Our part in the festival was primarily distributing

prasada which is a fundamental aspect of preaching.
We saw how everyone appreciated the prasada. It is
no wonder that any program is incomplete without
it. We had an early morning
slot on the main stage and it
was here that our little bhajan
band gained a small fan base.
(Not many folks were up
that early!) Later on, as our
bhajan group masterfully
engaged many musicians in
a jam session chanting Hare
Krishna, this quote from
Narotttama Dasa Thakura
came to mind:
“The treasure of love of God has
descended from the spiritual
world of Goloka Vrindavana,
appearing in this world as the
sankirtana movement of the
chanting of Lord Hari’s holy
names. Why am I not attracted
to it? Day and night I burn
from the poison of material
existence, but still I refuse to
take the antidote.”
For brief moments we all
shared this treasure. I once again was humbled by the
power of Srila Prabhupada’s message and eagerly look
forward to serving with the devotees who helped.

Remembering Her Grace Rohini Dasi
Rohini Dasi, a stalwart follower of Srila Prabhupada
died on 4 May 2011 during the auspicious time
of mangal-arathi. She was a hard
working devotee and will be sorely
missed. Some devotees share their last
messages:
“I have known Rohini Dasi (Rosie) for
over 30 years. She was a very modest,
meek and mild lady and later became a
chaste wife to Rupa Sanatana prabhu.
These qualities when supported with
devotional service to the Lord attract
Lord Krishna’s mercy. It is clearly stated
in sastra that Lord Krishna is attracted
to those who are meek and humble.
We will miss the physical association
of Rohini but we should know that we
can associate with her on a spiritual
level on the medium of chanting the maha-mantra
- Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna

Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama
Hare Hare. As her diksha-guru I will be taking great
pleasure in depositing her divine ashes
on the banks of the River Yamuna
and Govardhana Hill when I go on
pilgrimage to India this year.” H.H.
Partha Sarathi Das Goswami
“Mother Rohini’s attitude was that of
serving the devotees. As her friend and
healthcare provider, I knew of Rohini’s
troubles, pain and frustrations. It is
not easy for someone who suffers with
a severe lung condition, and can’t
breathe easily, to stand over an open
fire and cook. But Mother Rohini did!
She taught me humility and tolerance.
She was never one to cause another
anxiety and was always ready, with a
smile on her face, to allay any anxiety or suffering.”
Dr. Vinodh Persadh
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Connect With Krishna!
Area

Venue

Asherville

Vishnu Temple, NPS Hall, Muscari Road, Asherville

Chatsworth , Arena Park

Roseheights Primary School, Arena Park, Chatsworth

Chatsworth, Unit 9/11

Mooorlands Primary School, Unit 9, Chatsworth

Chatswoth, Havenside

12 Camper Drive, Havenside, Chatsworth

Clare Estate

Saligram Hall

Durban Central

Somtseu Road Temple

Escourt

Maha Gayathri Temple, Canna Avenue

Gillits

Gillits Temple, Stockville Road

Glencoe

20 Nehru Road, Glencoe

Kwa-Mashu

2623C Isolezwe, Kwa Mashu Station, C Section

Ladysmith

19 Azalia Drive, Acaciaville

Lotus Park

Isipingo Dharm Mandir, No 1 Tipuana Place, Lotus Park

Malvern

6 Comrie Road, Malvern

Mid South Coast

Rotational - Contact Co-ordinator

(Umzinto, Park Rynie, Scottburg, Sizela)

Newcastle

20 Toucan Place, Lennohton, Newcastle

Newlands

Hillgrove Secondary School, Newlands West

Northdene

Northdene Primary School

Pietermaritzburg

SDA House, 601 Chota Motala Road, Raisethorpe

Port Shepstone

21 Heron Road, Marburg, Port Shepstone

Reservoir Hills

Reservoir Hills Seva Samaj (Cnr Battersea & Mountbatten)

Sarnia

11 Susan Rd, Sarnia, Pinetown

Shallcross

Marklands Secondary School

Stanger

Sri Sanatana Mandal, Greyridge Drive, Stanger Heights

Sea Cow Lake

Visnu Temple, Cnr Sea Cow Lake and Temple Roads

Tongaat

34 Jan Roz Crescent, Fairbreeze, Tongaat

Tongaat

Basement of Chinna Thirupathy Devastanam, Belvedere Drive

Umkomaas

Rotating Venue

Umlazi

L800, Mandlendlovu Road, L Section, Umlazi

Verulam
Verulam
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Mounthaven Primary School, Mountview, Verulam

We would love you to join us! If you are interested to learn more about Krishna consciousness
and practicing devotion to Krishna at home, visit a nama-hatta (meeting to hear and chant
about Krishna) in your area. We have compiled this list with all contact details for the relevant areas.
Day & Time

Co-ordinator

Land Line

Cell

Thursdays, 7-8.30pm

Chandrakanta Das

0312618770

0833328168

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Krishnabaladev Das

0314041833

0825518047

Thursdays, 7-8.30pm

Rupa Sanatana Das

Thursdays, 7-8.30pm

Bobby

0314018522

0843928537

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Jaganath Priya Das

0315785068

0842510164

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Harichandan Das

0319021044

0844201948

Wednesdays, 6.30-8pm

Yadava Rai Das

0363524336

0828987883

Sundays, 8-9.30am

Sampati Das

0317009410

0832888223

Tuesdays, 5.15pm-6.30pm

Harihar Das

0343931836

Thursdays, 6-7.30pm

Charucandi Dasi

Tues 4.30-6.30pm & Sun 4-5.30pm

Rochana Das

0366330968

0846108666

Thursdays, 6.45-8.30pm

Baladev Das

0319026587

0835093337

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Atreya Rsi Das

0314646613

0845499758

Wednesdays, 6.30-8pm

Haridev Das / Rameshwar Das

0834510088

0839751780

Wednesdays, 6.30-8pm

Krishna Kripa Das

0343123369

0828862050

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Rohininandan Das

0315777333

0840767449

Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm

Rupa Vilasa Das

0726132197

Sundays, 8.30-11am

Hari Das

0722689077

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Gopal Raj Das

0396854855

0833013741

Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm

Anantadev Das / Vrajanath Das

0720611442

0839748314

Tuesdays, 7pm

Prataparudra Das

0317081497

0822109450

Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm

Patri Das

0317086972

0824684669

Fridays, 7-8.30pm

Harry

Thursdays, 7-8.30pm

Rajdew

Sundays 10am-12pm

Anandamaya Krishna Das

Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm

Shantee Rooplal

0329442221

0847124382

Tuesdays, 6.30pm-8pm

Radha Gopinath Das

0399795522

0715101133

Tuesdays & Fridays, 7-8pm

Akhanda Kirtan Das

0842581121

0729028671

0828293880
0315731280
0837830572

0766983080

Gopal Das

0325331642

Mathurananda Das

0325335342

0823793549
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Radha Radhanath’s Selfless Servant
Interview by Kribashne Naidoo
For Her Grace Radha Radhanath Dasi spending
over three decades as a resident temple devotee has
thus far proven to be a blissful, busy, colourful and
enriching experience!
September 1979 was a turning point in her life when
she spent two months at the Cato Ridge temple.
However, she only joined as a full time resident in
1980. Radhanath Mataji (affectionately known in the
community) explains the beginning
of her life at the temple, “It was via
Sarvakanti Dasi that I joined ISKCON
on a full time basis.”
Much of our conversation centred
on life at the Cato Ridge Temple. I
could see a yearning for the simplicity
of that lifestyle. Radhanath Mataji
remembers the special bond the
devotees shared and the family
atmosphere. She emphasized the
beauty and peace of life on the farm
and recalled the perfect sadhana
(spiritual practice)—waking at 3am
and completing 16 rounds of chanting
before embarking on any service for
the day! In deep thought and emotion
she recollects, “Before bed-time the
devotees were served hot milk and
the Temple President read Krishna’s
pastimes to us.” Radhanath Mataji
was assigned an array of duties;
including garland making, cooking
feasts, deity worship and preparing
breakfast and lunch for the children
at the Gurukul. She appreciates the
simplicity of picking fresh flowers and
vegetables for her service.
Radhanath Mataji was one of the few devotees
who remained in Cato Ridge whilst others stayed
in Chatsworth fund-raising for the temple there. A
highlight for her was helping to cook a huge feast for

Caturmasya - Begins 15 July 2011
“Caturmasya is the four month period beginning in the
month of Asadha (June-July) from the day of Sayanaekadasi, ending in the month of Karttika (OctoberNovember) on Utthana-ekadasi. The real purpose
behind the vow taken during these four months is to
minimize the quantity of sense gratification. This is
not very difficult. In the month of Sravana one may
abstain from eating spinach, in the month of Bhadra
no yoghurt should be consumed, and in the month
of Asvina one should not drink milk. On the whole,
during the four-month period of Caturmasya one
should practice giving up all food intended for sense
14 enjoyment.” (Cc. Madhya, 4. 169, purport)

the devotees who would return to Cato Ridge every
Monday. This was done with great merriment and
when she re-lived those moments, it was filled with
warmth and love but more especially appreciation
for the devotees who made the building of the Sri Sri
Radha Radhanath Temple a reality.
She became fully involved in deity worship in 1985. “I
did take a short course in dress-making and interior
design at the ML Sultan College
before joining the temple, but I only
began sewing when I was engaged
in sewing deity outfits.” In 1991 she
took shelter of His Holiness Giriraj
Swami. She chuckles when reflecting
on her initiation ceremony, “It was
Indradyumna Swami who actually
suggested the name Radha Radhanath
Dasi because of my closeness to the
Deities!”
“Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha
Radhanath have become a part of
my life and soul”, she says. When I
called Radhanath Mataji to set up
an interview, I had to accommodate
her times for “flower shopping”. It
is clearly evident that service to the
Deities have consumed her every
action. Her busiest times of year are
the Janmastami and Ratha Yatra
festivals. Her other services at the
temple including assisting in the
management of the deity kitchen,
cooking for the many visiting spiritual
masters, as well as dressing Their
Lordships in the mornings and
evenings.
Radhanath Mataji has inspired many of her family
members to become Hare Krishna devotees. After
spending 31 years as a resident temple devotee,
she says that she does not miss the “outside world”
and cannot live in separation from the Deities. The
maximum period of being away from the Deities is
two months when she was on pilgrimage in India.
Another spiritual highlight was attending a japa
retreat in the US with Giriraj Swami in 2007.
Also a scholar, Radhanath Mataji has been a teacher
and student at the Bhaktivedanta College. She taught
the children’s courses and to date she is one of just
eight students to complete the examinations for the
Bhakti Vaibhav Degree. Radhanath Mataji maintains
a pleasant and humble disposition acknowledging the
Deities as the Lord of her heart! What a perfect name
for a selfless servant!

Vaishnava Kitchen
Bottomless Pizza
By His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami
Our special celebrity Bhakti Charu Swami is an
excellent cook and was also Srila Prabhupada’s
last cook. Maharaja has generously shared one
of his own creations with us. This delicious
recipe is quick and easy and perfect for Ekadasi.
Ingredients
1 kg ripe tomatoes
300 grams grated cheese (Cheddar or similar kind)
1 tsp oregano
1.5 tsp salt
Preparation
Cut the tomatoes in thin slices and put them on a frying pan.
When the pan starts to get hot, sprinkle the salt and then spread the oregano over the tomatoes. Stir the
tomatoes to let the salt and oregano mix.
Evenly spread the cheese on top of the tomatoes. Cover the pan with a lid and let the cheese melt.
It will be ready in 5 minutes. Offer to Krishna and then enjoy!

Little

Vaishnava’s
Corner

Colour in the
dotted area
to find
Krishna...
15

Notice Board

Vaishnava Calendar

Congratulations to the recently initiated disciples
of His Holiness Bhakti Caitanya Swami and His
Holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami

12 June 2011 Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi
		
Fast from all grain, beans and legumes.
		
Srila Prabhupada never advocated the nirjal (no water)

Congratulations to Uresh and Arthi on their recent
nuptials.
If you would like to receive SMS or e-mail
notifications about various happenings and updates,
e-mail us at: kzn@pamho.net

aspect of this Ekadasi but stressed more chanting.
There will be a 64 round chanting session on this
Ekadasi, which falls on a Sunday. Everyone is invited
to the Radha Radhanath Temple to attempt to chant
64 rounds or whatever number of rounds one is able
to complete.

13 June 2011
27 June 2011
For general queries call the temple at 031-4033328
		
between 9am-5pm.
29 June 2011
Ombudsman Balaram Das PSDG can be contacted on 1 July 2011
		
0828770753 or balaram@absamail.co.za
11 July 2011
		
We like to hear from you! If you would like to
12 July 2011
share your temple experience, spiritual or service
26 July 2011
related realisations then write to Haripriya Dasi
		
at haripriya@nitai.co.za or Rasa-sthali Dasi at
27 July 2011
rasasthali@nitai.co.za
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Break fast time: 06:48-10:13
Yogini Ekadasi
Fast from all grain, beans and legumes.
Break fast time: 06:51-10:16
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura—
Disappearance (Fast till noon)
Sayana Ekadasi
Fast from all grain, beans and legumes.
Break fast time: 06:50-10:18
Kamika Ekadasi
Fast from all grain, beans and legumes.
Break fast time: 06:44-10:16

