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Graphic Design by Prema Vanya Devi Dasi. This was her 2015 Vyasapuja offering to Srila Prabhupada.

In this issue we focus on the 30th anniversary of
Sri Sri Radha Radhanath Temple and the 40th
anniversary of Srila Prabhupada's visit to South
Africa. But it is not a comprehensive historical
account of these events. To give a true account
of our history we would have to publish a book.
These pages are not enough to even list the
devotees and well wishers who contributed to
the temple’s history.
From the little research I have done, I think every
story and contribution is significant. I take solace
in His Grace Tulsi Prabhu’s words: “Sri Sri Radha
Radhanath know, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
know and Srila Prabhupada knows.” Still, I
humbly submit to those of you, you know who
you are, that have history with the temple, to
come forward and award me the opportunity
to hear your story. We need our history to be
remembered and recorded. It may not be for
Hare Krishna News but for our temple records.
How wonderful, when future generations come
and can hear about and remember our true
history.
And why is history important? To understand
where we come from, the vision of pioneers what and where they wanted us to go; when we
honour or acknowledge the heroes of our past
it helps us remain humble, it reminds us that we
should or could do more. History can inspire us
to go that extra mile.
Times are always changing; people change,
demographics change, political climate changes
- change is inevitable. And how we navigate
ourselves through change and grow in the
process is important. My desire is that when you
finish reading this Hare Krishna News you feel:
I want to know more about the past; there are
exceptional devotees out there and how can I
add/make a difference or make my mark now,
which will soon become history too.
To the past, to the present, and to the future.
Warmest Wishes
Rasa-sthali Dasi
PS. I would love to hear from you.
Write to me at rasasthali@iskcondurban.net
Design and Layout by Lashika Ravjee - 082 309 2396

International Society For Krishna Consciousness Founder Acharya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

In this Issue

How Sri Sri Radha Radhanath
Captured Me
Message from the Temple President

Before formally meeting Hare Krishna devotees,
I was one of those who ran in the opposite
direction when I saw them coming. I used to
think they were from another planet. Who are
these guys with their chants and dancing in
the street? Or are they going to hit me up for a
donation?
But one day I had no choice, I was forced into a
corner. The front door was open and a devotee
knocked on the door. I had to let him in. I thought,
since no one was home I will make this quick, a
quick donation and get rid of him. But he was
different. I offered him some fruit juice and two
hours later all my conspiracies and curiosities
were defeated. He answered all my questions
and left me with a book. That book opened
the door to my spiritual journey - everything
became so much clearer. I was in high school at
the time. Some time after, the devotees invited
me to accompany them to the annual Durban
Festival of Chariots. I had seen newspaper
clippings and had even caught a glimpse of the
festival on television, but now I had the chance
to experience the
festival first-hand.

as an embassy is non different from the country
it represents, this temple is non different from
the spiritual world.
Amidst all this opulence, I was most attracted
to, and amazed by the devotees. Devotees from
so many different countries, so many different
cultures, speaking so many different languages
all under one roof, glorifying the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krishna. It was an
experience I will never forget. Who would have
thought a few years later, I would be serving at this
temple. I was advised
to relocate to Durban
after living for six
months in Mayapur,
India and prior to
that, three years at
the Pretoria temple. I was happy and nervous
coming to this huge temple.

I was one of those who ran
in the opposite direction
As we made our
way from Pretoria
when I saw them coming.
to
Durban,
my
excitement grew and grew to something I cannot
express. Finally, from the highway I got a glimpse
of the chakra, at the top of the highest temple
tower. How do I describe this monument? A
masterpiece? An extraordinary spaceship? After
crossing the bridge into the temple, I felt as if I
was not in Chatsworth or Durban or South Africa.
Instead I'd been transferred to another universe.
Besides the beauty of the “lotus” architecture
and landscaping, or the cascading water
features in the moat, or the stainless steel rails’
brilliant reflection on the marble walls, or the
shimmering gold lamps that create the perfect
effulgence around each of the paintings in the
temple, or the iridescent light of the chandeliers,
or the beauty of Sri Krishna’s simple smile on the
altar; everything about this wonder is perfect.
Srila Prabhupada sometimes described his
temples as embassies of the spiritual world. Just

Every ISKCON temple across the world has its
unique flavour. I sometimes think of it as an ice
cream shop, with hundreds of assorted flavours,
but today I can testify that this temple has all
flavours combined and is the crème de la crème.
It has become my home.
It is a great honour and privilege to share with
you my journey from 2005-2015 and beyond.
With such a big organisation there will always
be challenges/problems. Srila Prabhupada was
once asked how he deals with problems. Srila
Prabhupada said, “What problems? This is my
service to my Guru Maharaja.”
Your servant
Vibhu Chaitanya Das
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2005 - 2015 & Beyond
By Vibhu Chaitanya Das

2005

21 March 2005, Govardhana Comes
Govardhan is Krishna Himself and at the same
time He is Krishna’s servant. He is described
as the best of Lord Hari’s servants and we can
follow His example. Govardhan is also in the
spiritual world and when Krishna descends, His
devotees descend with Him. Krishna enjoys
numerous wonderful pastimes at Govardhan.
Just by having Govardhan here we can think of
those same pastimes.
Swarup Damodar Prabhu, who served as the
Temple President until 2014, is more than an
expert leader who helped steady the ship
through some turbulence and guided us to
reaching higher levels. At the turn of the new
millennium, Swarup Damodar Prabhu inherited
the reigns of president-ship. He reflects: “There
were some financial struggles. When I took over
at the time…I tried to focus on stabilizing the
financial strength of the temple, cutting various
costs that we could live without. I had little to
no financial, project, or corporate management
skills. I had to learn on the job. That was the
mercy of Srila Prabhupada. Actually, at the
time, if one had to join the ashram full-time,
straight out of school and be engaged in the
mission of ISKCON, one would learn so many
things. I learned some level of legal stuff,
financial management, design and printing,
basic editing, event management, little public
speaking, and secretarial and administration
work. I don’t think all this is possible in any one
educational institution and in such a short space
of time. We had to do it. It was our service and
Srila Prabhupada’s (grace) carried us and gave us
the qualification that was needed at a particular
time.”
It is also very interesting to hear of his solution
to the financial problems faced: “I think the main
way I dealt with the debt was to start increasing
the standard of the worship of the deities, which
drastically increased our expenses. But we had
faith that Krishna is Madhava, the Lord of the
goddess of fortune and He blessed us with the
facility to serve Him opulently and blessed us
to develop our financial bases for other aspects
of the temple activities.” Besides being expert
in many services, Swarup Damodar is an expert

pujari who set high standards in deity worship.
By his mercy and the guidance of other spiritual
leaders we brought Giriraj Govardhan to
Durban. In Krishna Book we read about the
loving reciprocation that Sri Giriraj (Krishna) has
with His devotees, and with Govardhana coming
to Durban, we now all have that opportunity to
serve Sri Giriraj.
Take Care of Krishna (TCK) Launched
TCK was conceived as a means to maintain
the high standard of deity worship and a way
for everybody to have that rare and privileged
opportunity to personally serve Sri Sri Radha
Radhanath. By taking care of Krishna for a
day, Krishna will take care of you eternally.
Considering this, we came up with the Take
Care of Krishna concept. This programme has
grown exponentially and with up to 230 days
sponsored in a year.

2006

His Holiness Partha Sarathi Das Goswami
accepts the renounced order. He has played, and
continues to play a vital role in the development
of Krishna consciousness in Durban and in South
Africa since coming here in 1974. He pioneered
the Tent Campaign that started in the late 70s,
then continued in the late 80s and then again in
the early to mid 90s. He has cultivated thousands
of devotees. It was a huge ceremony with
devotees from all parts of the country attending
this event.
It was also the day I got the invitation to serve at
Sri Sri Radha Radhanath Temple.

2007

Arrival of Chota Lord Chaitanya
Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is non different
from Radha and Krishna. His mood was to give
what no other incarnation has given, which is
pure love of Godhead. Prior to the arrival of
small Lord Chaitanya we were simply dressing
Him. But now with the arrival of the small deity
we have the opportunity to worship Him. Now
along with that worship we pray that lots of
mercy will shower upon Durban.

2008

New altar
Deity worship has always been a major aspect of
our temple. After 23 years it was time to refurbish

the altar. The imported altar was designed and
carved in India but we still wanted it to have
unique features. Under the careful eye of a
couple from Hungary, who are expert craftsmen
and artists, the wooden altar was neatened
to perfection. We painted the altar ivory and
finished off with gold leaf, inset with crystals.
Bhagavata Katha
His Holiness Lokanath Swami was famous for
padayatra around the world - going from town
to town on bullock carts spreading Krishna
consciousness. He is also known to be an
engaging Krishna lila storyteller and a melodious
kirtan singer. The Bhagavata Katha allowed us
to hear from Maharaja directly. Those fortunate
enough to attend were mesmerized by story
telling, sweet songs and sloka recitation, giving
a glimpse into the spiritual world. Interestingly,
when Maharaja entered the temple for the first
time he remarked: “Now I know what out-of-thisworld means.” The katha lasted five days with
hundreds of people attending every evening.
First South African Sannyasa
His Holiness Bhakti Nrsimha Swami takes
sannyasa (the renounced order) at the Durban
Festival of Chariots. He is the first South African
swami. Sannyasa ashram is the head of the
varnashrama system - a dual (spiritual and social)
system for human society designed for spiritual
perfection.

2009

Hare Krishna News Starts Again
Hare Krishna News was revived under Haripriya’s
leadership. I was once out on door to door
book distribution in Greytown, where I met a
wonderful elderly couple who told me that they
drive to Durban every month simply to pick up a
copy of the Hare Krishna News. Today the Hare
Krishna News prints 6000 copies and is available
on our website for download or view. One of
the focus areas of the Hare Krishna News is
to, not only develop our congregation, but to
help everyone in their spiritual endeavours and
educate people about bhakti-yoga.
His Holiness Bhakti Brihat Bhagavata Swami
His Holiness Bhakti Brihat Bhagavata Swami
enters the renounced order. Maharaja served as
the Temple President here from 1998 to 1999. He
is also the founder of the Bhaktivedanta College

of Education and Culture. He was previously
Brihat Mirdanga (great/loud mirdanga drum)
Prabhu. He really lived up to the that name.
Under his leadership, book distribution reached
over 100 000 books in December.

2010

World Cup Harinam - 25 years;
In June/July 2010 South Africa welcomed the
world to its shores. With 309 000 tourists the
devotees took advantage of entertaining the
crowds at the Durban beach front. We had the
privilege of performing harinama sankirtan for
3-4 hours every day for 30 days. The fan parks
were filled to capacity for the final and we took
advantage of that. Thousands of people joined
us by chanting and dancing. And the simple
effort of harinam yielded results. We were
featured in the local newspapers, and on South
African Airways advertisements.
ISKCONDurban.net established
We finally managed to launch a basic website
with updated information. It was the beginning
of creating our space on the web.
Deity Kitchen Renovations Completed
Sri Sri Radha Radhanath is the centre of the
temple. Their kitchen and other facilities were in
desperate need of an upgrade. The renovations
included a walk-in cold room, garland making
room, new dressing rooms, and sweet making
section. Devotion is in the details, and you
cannot miss the beautiful tile cut peacock design
on the walls.

2011

Kartik
The month of Damodar is a devotional sale.
We decided to take this out to everyone and
give them the chance to offer a lamp to Lord
Damodar. In this way people were receiving 10
000 times the spiritual benefit. The Kartik Pack
included: an altar, song/info book, a lamp, sticker
and CD. 20 000 such packs were distributed.

2012

Books
Book distribution suffered a slump and I made
it my business to refocus on something that
Srila Prabhupada referred to as our “most
important business.” Srila Prabhupada’s books

are important because they give people the
knowledge of how to find real happiness.
DurbanKrishna on Social Media
It is important to keep up with the times. This is
when we launched DurbanKrishna on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. Although we have had
a Facebook page for about three years, we
decided to put more energy into social media
as we see it as a useful tool to connect people
with our temple and Krishna. Our Facebook
page has 12096 likes. The 2015 Janmashtami
midnight darshan post reached 22659. We also
upload talks on our DurbanKrishna Sound Cloud
account and now have WhatsApp to keep
subscribers updated on events.

2013

This was a big year for us as it was the twenty-fifth
Durban Festival of Chariots. We felt the need
to go and give out Lord Jagannath’s mercy to
the Rainbow Nation. Therefore we approached
His Holiness Indradyumna Swami to head up
the festival, as he pioneered the festival on the
Durban beach. By Maharaja’s efforts he brought
people of all races together chanting Krishna’s
holy names.
Durban Tourism Award
This came as a surprise to us when we received
news of our nomination in the Tourist Landmark
category from the Durban Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. The other nominees
were the Durban Beachfront and Ushaka Marine
World - and we won. Results were based on
comments and reviews on TripAdvisor.

2014

His Grace Shyamlal Prabhu’s Passing
The year started with sadness as Shyamlal
Prabhu, a much loved and respected devotee,
passed away. One of the effects of his illness was
that his short term memory was completely gone
but he remembered all of his interactions with
Srila Prabhupada. Shyamlal Prabhu helped and
guided many devotees throughout South Africa
and was gifted in raising funds for important
projects, like the Durban Festival of Chariots,
Mayapur project, etc. We miss him, especially
on Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja. Shyamlal
Prabhu would co-ordinate the festival, raise the
funds for the celebration, and would arrange
Srila Prabhupada’s favourite preparations from

Kolkata and ice-cream from Mumbai. Shyamlal
Prabhu taught us how to serve the preparations
and offer it with love.
Go Green - Biodegradable Packaging
The temple was using 100 000 cups and plates,
this excludes Janmashtami Festival and the
Durban Festival of Chariots, a year. We wanted
to lower our carbon footprint. We had also just
won the tourism award and wanted to show
people that we are continually making strides.
Sound Cloud
Hearing is an important part of our process and
not everybody can attend the morning class or
every programme, but through SoundCloud, we
have made hearing class, accessible.

2015

Renovations
In our 30th year we took on the task of restoring
and renovating the temple. It has not been an
easy road as we face numerous challenges.
Now overseeing the project, I was profoundly
struck by the realisation that this temple is
a labour of love built by the early devotees
themselves. Renovations thus far include a
facelift for Govinda’s Restaurant; the opening of
the new boutique, Radhanath’s Gifts; altar door
replacement and temple room restorations.
We have just begun to replace the faded Red
Verona marble tiles on the temple wall exterior.
Trip Advisor
We received a Certificate of Excellence from
TripAdvisor.

Beyond

Deity Trust
We want to ensure that the worship of the
Deities go on uninterrupted during our lives
and beyond. Therefore we are in the process
of establishing a Deity Trust where people can
donate to this or make Sri Sri Radha Radhanath
beneficiaries in their wills.
Completion of Master Plan
Please see graphic. This plan includes: prasada
hall, retail section, guest accommodation, a first
class 1000 seater hall with conference facilities,
in the same shape as our temple.
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Labour of Love

servicing and encouraging them all along the
way and development of the congregation was
done under Partha Sarathi (now Partha Sarathi
Das Goswami) and his tent programme.

Devotees have described His Grace Tulsi Das as a
brilliant manager and organiser. Tulsi Das served
in temples across the world from Los Angeles
to Bombay, as a manager, has been involved
in numerous construction projects, and is a
particularly gifted visionary. But nothing could
prepare me for his joyous infectious energy. Let
his words speak for itself:

Someone had approached the then GBC
(Governing Body Commissioner) with a small
piece of land in Chatsworth to build a temple.
Rajaram Prabhu came up with the design concept
of a small base that mushrooms out. The design
idea was to accommodate people walking
around the site with the temple above. This is the
history of the design idea of the narrow bottom
and “mushroom” above. We wanted to have a
structure that the Indian community would be
proud of, that represented their culture, and
something that was contemporary. Even though
the design looks modern it is designed with all
the ancient Vedic parameters.

An interview with His Grace Tulsi Das
by Rasa-sthali Dasi

“The story of how the temple came to be in 1985
will be told from different perspectives from
different people. So I am going to give insight
according to how I see it. I arrived in South Africa
in January 1977 with my wife of just four months.
Later that year, we had at big Janmashtami
celebration in Chatsworth with over 20 000
people attending. We were in the papers as well.
When Ranjit and I were travelling back to Cato
Ridge, we wrote a report to Srila Prabhupada,
including the news clipping and pictures. At
this time Srila Prabhupada was extremely ill, he
was bedridden. But when the devotees started
to read our letter to him, he made them stop.
He sat up and personally looked at everything
we had sent. And he said many nice things.
Tamal Krishna Maharaja was Srila Prabhupada’s
secretary at the time. He wrote telling us how
pleased Srila Prabhupada was. One of the things
Srila Prabhupada said: 'When I think of devotees
like this [the group of us that did that Janmashtami
programme in Chatsworth], my heart swells
with pride.' What more encouragement do we
need? This was among the last times that Srila
Prabhupada heard any reports before he passed
away.
It was difficult for our growing congregation
to come out to the Cato Ridge farm. Now, this
congregation that was being developed was
an important part in
the temple’s story
because it wasn’t like
we sat around and
thought: 'Let’s build
a temple and see
what happens…' It
was the simultaneous
building
of
a
congregation
and
the need for a temple
to service them. And

Rajaram took just over a year to finalise the
plans. He was Austrian, his work ethic was
unbelievable and he is a genius. He designed
every part of the temple. Mahavidya Das
came to help but Rajaram gets 100% credit
for everything about the temple, every aspect,
every part of the layout, every railing design,
the interior, the design of the marble floor, the
peacock gate in front to the Deities - he did
everything. So it was Rajaram, Mahavidya and
Samson. Samson a really big and strong African
man, who came one day to the Cato Ridge farm
and asked if we had any work. He was a builder.
Not just a builder but a first class person, he not
only helped with the temple room construction
at Cato Ridge farm but he headed all the
construction under Rajaram. He also arranged
more manpower when needed and he stuck
with us for years. He was just wonderful, always
energetic, smart, great workmanship, and super
responsible. Krishna inspired him to come.
The temple itself had two features, one was
the design and construction and the other was
fund raising. I am an
old-school person.
I believe when you
buy something, pay
for it. We didn't
apply for loans or
BBT help - we were
going to do it. We
didn't know how we
were going to do
it…and I wanted it
paid for when the

doors opened, and it was. The whole temple,
everything was paid for. I don't believe in passing
on a debt to people who had no say in the debt.
I had a financial assistant - an Indian lady, Rasapriya. She worked at a bank and the GBC asked
her to quit her job to come and help me.
After the temple was designed, Rajaram started
going to construction companies to get bids.
And the bids started coming back - a million for
this or that…and I thought how am I going to
do this. Rajaram, “rolled up his sleeves,” and
started a construction company. Radha Raman
went to the place to forge the steel roof tiles
and lost several fingers and digits doing that
job.

chanting, devotees were relaxing and refreshing
and the GBC was inspiring and charismatic. He
would get everybody enthusiastic and solve any
problems. One day we would have initiations,
the next day marriages, then a hall programme,
then we would all go down to the tent and blow
everybody’s minds. And the cooks - these Indian
women devotees were saints - they cooked with
an unlimited supply of ghee and milk so every
day breakfast and lunch was wonderful.
Acquiring the Deities almost didn’t happen. I
was sitting in Mayapur and I had put the bag
with the money down and was speaking to
Gokulendra and Partha and out of the corner of
my eye I saw a kid trying to
steal the bag but I caught
him just in time. I ordered
the Deities. Then Bimal
Prasad Prabhu went to
India to bring Them back,
first from Jaipur, then to
Bombay (which is not an easy feat with Indian
customs) and then he got Them shipped. With
regards to the Deities, I have to give Lila Dasi
credit. She personally raised all the money for
the Deities clothes, crowns and jewellery. She
went to India ordered everything and sewed the
outfits up. She did this for a year and a half.

My service in South
Africa is the crowning
point of my full-time
devotional career.

These two things were
going on: the design and
construction and the fund
raising. These two groups
of devotees, in the core
of their hearts, were just
going to do it no matter what. Gokulendra came
up with the idea to sell paintings. Gokulendra
is one of the smartest, most compassionate
people I know. Raghubhir (now Bhakti Chaitanya
Swami) and Medhavi Prabhu were senior
devotees capable of so many things, but they
took the humble position and took the charge
of selling paintings. Simultaneously, Gokulendra
and I opened sixteen art galleries and at every
Christmas, organised to sell paintings at all
the malls across South Africa. Kedar from New
Zealand came and started the candle business
and Dharmavir started a health food bar
business. Everybody was doing whatever they
could and basically we kept our business side
separate from our spiritual presentation. The
devotees were fearless and hard working.
The new GBC came in about half way through
the temple construction. He played an important
role. We had an amazing programme and I
don't think anybody has ever duplicated it. It
was marvellous - the GBC would come every
three or four months, during that time (the
three to four months) we would be building,
raising funds, making life members, etc. and
when he would arrive we would have a ten-day
festival. Nobody was allowed to do anything
except the pujaris and the cooks. Everyday
there was a feast and there was a different
kind of programme. Cato Ridge was the focal
point, we would go swimming, go to the park,
go to the South Coast, go on treasure hunts,

We were never short of money. All the money
went to building the temple and cultivation.
Krishna sent so much money, I went to the
bank every week with bags of cash - the
devotees worked hard - it was a labour of love.
The devotees’ mood was to do the needful. I
remember telling Lalita to go to Los Angeles
and get the paintings. She didn't know what to
do but nevertheless she was on the plane and
when she got there, she figured it out and the
job was done.
Krishna had tricked me - I had never stayed more
than two years in any one place. But I ended up
staying for just over eight years in South Africa.
Looking back I am so thankful that Krishna gave
me that opportunity. I was part of the team. I am
only really successful because of other people,
and the key people in this were: Partha Sarathi,
Gokulendra, Rajaram, Raghubhir and Medhavi.
It was really rewarding. My service in South
Africa is the crowning point of my full-time
devotional career. It was the best thing I ever
experienced in my life. I love South Africa. I love
the South African people and it’s the best place
in the world."
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History 1985 - 1994

By His Holiness Bhakti Chaitanya Swami
October 1985 - The Largest Temple Opening in
the History of South Africa
This three-day festival was filled with all sorts of
events: smashing pumpkins, fireworks display
(which were banned at the time and could only
be used under a special permit), VIP reception
with the Mayor of Durban and other political
leaders, Sri Sri Radha Radhanath’s installation
ceremony and more. I remember that we held
the fireworks display on the main day and all
the roads in the area were completely blocked,
including the Higginson Highway. People were
walking for a kilometre to come to the temple.
There was a lot more traffic that night than when
Amitabh Bachchan came to the Chatsworth
Centre in the late 1980s.
Smashing Pumpkins
On the first evening Gaura Keshava, the chief
priest for the whole programme, organized
a bhuta-puja. Pumpkins were placed in the
temple room, and then some sort of puja was
done to draw any ghosts or demons which may
have been hanging around the temple into
the pumpkins. The idea was to remove those
entities to make everything auspicious for the
opening. I was standing on the bridge to the
temple when they came running out shouting
and screaming and smashed the pumpkins
outside. I had no idea it was going to be like
that!
Unveiling Sri Sri Radha Radhanath
Sri Sri Radha Radhanath’s installation ceremony
took place in the big tent at the car park in front
of the temple. It was a beautiful ceremony, and
it was quite emotional for many of us. We had
been serving Them in separation for some years,
by collecting funds for the construction of Their
temple. I remember going out for weeks and
weeks and when I would come back, from time
to time, I would go to see Radha Radhanath.
They were staying in a flat in Hillary. We kept
Them covered, but we would uncover Them
for a while to have Their darshan and pray to
Them for Their mercy so we could collect lots
of lakshmi (money) to complete Their temple.
They were standing there, not being served,
but when we saw Them we could say They were
transcendentally alive. We could see Radhanatha
had a Brahmana thread across His left shoulder
and then around His right thigh. He was very

real. And Srimati Radharani was very sweet and
innocent. Even though They were not installed
we felt a powerful relationship with Them, and
always relished having Their darhsan. Then we
would go out again, and while walking around
the country towns of South Africa we would
meditate on Their transcendental forms.
Opening Ceremony
On the main afternoon there were speeches from
a number of important personalities, and the
most striking was the talk given by His Holiness
Bhakti Tirtha Maharaja. He talked about how
he had visited an ISKCON temple and found
devotees from many different countries there,
all working together harmoniously in Krishna
consciousness. He felt that showed that Srila
Prabhupada’s ISKCON is the "United Nations of
the Spiritual World."
I remember being sent out at very short notice
to greet the Mayor of Durban, an Afrikaans
gentleman and show him around. It was obvious
to me that he was taken aback by the size of the
gathering, although he was in a culture shock. I
think he found it a little difficult to relate with the
transcendental nature of event.
The Brahmachari Ashram
After the temple had opened it began functioning
as a regular ISKCON project. Quickly a number
of young men and women joined to become full
time brahmacharis and brahmacharinis (young
unmarried female devotees), and the temple
population grew to around eighty within a
short period of time. About thirty young men
were living in two large rooms on the middle
floor of the temple building. Being on such
close quarters was sometimes a little tense. But
through Krishna consciousness
we were able to tolerate the
congestion and co-operated
together to spread Krishna
consciousness.
During
one
period,
Jasomatinandana Prabhu from
Cape Town and I were doing
a bhakta programme with all
the young men. Every day we
would go out on harinama
(street chanting) to a different
part of Chatsworth. We
systematically covered every
street of Unit 5, Unit 6, Unit 7
and Unit 9.

Book Distribution
Book distribution was always given a lot of
emphasis, as it is one of Srila Prabhupada's
most emphasised programmes for preaching
Krishna consciousness. The best era for
book distribution was while His Holiness
Indradyumna Maharaja was President from
about 1988 to 1990. He had a group of about
ten brahmacharinis going out on the streets of
Durban every day doing book distribution, and
when they met someone interested they would
take their name and contact details. Every
evening the ladies took over the temple offices
and called people they had met, and invited
them to a special introductory programme on
Krishna consciousness on a Saturday evening.
Every Saturday night up to thirty or sometimes
more, new people would come and Maharaja
would present Krishna consciousness to them in
a dynamic way. Many of these people were from
the white community and the whole programme
worked so nicely that many became devotees.
The book distribution was steady. Each month
the devotees would distribute about 10,000
books, and on marathons they would do 20,000.
It was a boom period for book distribution in
Durban.
Govinda’s Restaurant
When the temple opened, Govinda’s Restaurant
also opened. However it took some time for it to
really catch on and the devotees tried different
styles of prasada (sanctified food). For one
period they prepared exotic traditional Vedic
preparations that the local clientele had never
come across. Many of them were simply looking
for something local like a bunny chow, but they
were presented with Vedic dishes with lots of

panir in them, and they were not really able to
relate to it. After trying different approaches, the
devotees settled on the mixture of traditional
Vedic and Durban vegetarian preparations that
we see serve nowadays.
The Temple Moat
In the planning stages, before construction
began there was an idea to make the moat two
meters deep so we could swim in it, but that
was dropped after a while. So when it was built
it was about a meter deep, and we put Koi fish
in. Soon after the completion of the temple, it
started to leak. It was a difficult problem and we
tried several times to repair it. The problem was
that there was no proper foundation under the
eastern end of the moat. Over time the ground
under it sank, and broke away from the temple
building near the kitchens. After some time it
was repaired properly and is now very beautiful.
Lord Jagannath’s Parade on the Beach
One of the most significant milestones in our
first ten years was the Festival of Chariots on the
Durban Beachfront. This was during Indradyumna
Maharaja’s presidency. The first festival was a
one-day event at the Amphitheatre by the Bay
of Plenty, and it was fairly successful. It was
particularly significant as the festival attracted
people of all races and with the government
policy of the time, this was a breakthrough. We
were the only “Hindu” organisation to host such
a festival.
There were many teething problems in those
days, and it was sometimes a struggle to keep
things going properly. However, by the grace of
Sri Sri Radha Radhanath and Srila Prabhupada,
the temple became stabilised and is now a great
beacon of Krishna consciousness for the whole
of South Africa. There have been many tests, but
they have brought out the best in the devotees,
and now things have matured to a level I didn’t
expect. The senior devotees have advanced and
become empowered by Radha Radhanatha and
are now capable of achieving amazing things
without great difficulty.
His Holiness Bhakti Chaitanya Swami has been serving in
South Africa since 1980. He is a humble gentleman. From
performing services like cleaning to the international CEO
of ISKCON, Maharaja has always returned to his home, Sri
Sri Radha Radhanath Temple. He is the strong foundation
of this beautiful temple. Maharaja is particularly expert
in telling the pastimes of Vrindavan. His door is open to
anyone and everyone. Maharaja has disciples across the
world, has published several books and is currently busy
with his next book about the land of Lord Caitanya.
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19 Days with Srila Prabhupada
By Nashvin Gangaram

Srila Prabhupada expressed his desire to come to
South Africa as early as 1971, in order to fulfil his
spiritual master's vision of spreading the message of
love of God throughout the world. However, India
had banned their citizens from visiting South Africa,
due to the apartheid regime. ISKCON would first
need to be established there. After many years
of seemingly insurmountable obstacles, including
passport and visa restrictions, Srila Prabhupada was
eventually able to undertake a South African Tour:

1975-10-05 (Sunday): Arrival at Durban Airport: Srila
Prabhupada stands on a seat and gives an informal
talk on Bhagavad-gita to hundreds of guests, covered
in The Leader newspaper.

1975-10-07 (Tuesday): Lecture at Durban City Hall:
About two thousand people attend.

1975-10-08 (Wednesday): Interview in Westville with
Bill Faill of The Natal Mercury: This conversation
becomes very famous, because of the reporter’s
thought-provoking questions and Srila Prabhupada's
perfect answers. The adaptation can be found
in a best-selling BBT book, The Science of SelfRealization.
1975-10-08 (Wednesday): Meeting at University
of Durban-Westville: Invited by the head of
the Department of Religion, Srila Prabhupada
emphasizes the need for spiritual education as a
scientific concept, and not as some type of religious
dogma. An impersonalist philosopher is also invited,
and although Srila Prabhupada is not informed of
this, he engages in an informal debate, to defeat his
illogical claims that everyone is God.
1975-10-09 (Thursday): Lecture at Laxmi Narayan
Temple Hall

1975-10-10 (Friday): Meeting with Dr. S. P. Olivier
from the University of Durban-Westville

1975-10-10 (Friday): Lecture at Reservoir Hills Temple
Site: During this time, Srila Prabhupada conveys his
wish that there should be a temple in Durban similar
to the Krishna Balarama Temple in Vrindavan. This
vision would eventually manifest as the Sri Sri Radha
Radhanath Temple in Chatsworth.

1975-10-12 (Sunday): Lecture at Pietermaritzburg
City Hall: Several hundred people attend. Srila
Prabhupada is so pleased with the South African tour
so far, that he even says he could stay indefinitely.

1975-10-16 (Thursday): Interview at Yeoville Temple
in Johannesburg with Lambert Pringle of The Star:
Srila Prabhupada reveals how Krishna consciousness
is universally applicable to correct the entire
misguided world society, and that the general
population will benefit if their leaders are spiritually
enlightened.

1975-10-18 (Saturday): Lecture at Laudium Civic
Centre Hall in Pretoria

1975-10-19 (Sunday): Lecture at Yeoville Temple in
Johannesburg

1975-10-20 & 22 (Monday & Wednesday): Lecture
at University of Witwatersrand filmed by SABC:
Srila Prabhupada lectures using his newly published
volume of Srimad Bhagavatam, declaring that the
rare gift of human life is meant for the austerity
of God consciousness, and not simply to satisfy
the bare necessities of life, like the animals. Srila
Prabhupada's preaching is intense and bold, at one
point stating: “This Black and White business is
nonsense! It is the bodily concept of life.” Despite
this, the talk is very well received, with many people
eagerly purchasing books, and the SABC filming the
entire programme.

1975-10-24 (Friday): Departure from Johannesburg
Airport

In November 1977, during Srila Prabhupada's
last days in this world, he gave his final instruction
involving South Africa: “In South Africa, I want
Europeans, Indians and Africans dancing together.”
By Srila Prabhupada's mercy, this idea has manifested
to some extent, and will surely only progress further,
with our cooperative endeavour to please him.
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Creating the Foundations of a
Temple
An interview with Partha Sarathi Das Goswami
By Nikunja Vilasini Dasi

Partha Sarathi Das Goswami is seen by many
as a revolutionary on the spiritual frontier.
Although formerly from England, he has led
the Hare Krishna Movement in Kwa-Zulu
Natal since the early 70’s, served diligently
through the struggles of apartheid, and been
a torchlight for the Indian people during his
“Tent Campaign” programmes. Before the Sri
Sri Radha Radhanath Temple was built, he took
the temple to their doorsteps in the form of an
innovative and attractive presentation of Krishna
consciousness. He formed a travelling festival
party and together with only a few devotees
set up a massive tent in different residential
areas, inviting people to an evening of spiritual
discourse, chanting of God’s holy names,
dramas, and other spiritual entertainment. Soon
thousands became captivated by his efforts, and
when the actual temple was built in Chatsworth,
many of them filled the temple and dedicated
their lives to fulfilling the purpose for which it
was built.
Partha Sarathi Das Goswami gives us a glimpse
into what made this travelling festival so
special. As a disciple and ardent follower of
Srila Prabhupada, he also reminisces about his
spiritual master’s visit to South Africa in October
1975.
Q. What were some of your vivid memories of
Srila Prabhupada’s visit?

Srila Prabhupada visited South Africa under an
apartheid government. There was no integration
of races, so what struck me was how strongly
Srila Prabhupada emphasised that we are not a
man or a woman or black or white but that we all
are eternal servants of God, and therefore equal.
In that political climate, stressing equality was
controversial, but Srila Prabhupada fearlessly
spoke from Bhagavad-gita, Chapter Two, about
equality. He did this at public programmes like the
Durban City Hall (with over two thousand people
attending) and Wits University (addressing
students and lecturers across the racial divide).
Q. What was the anticipation like for his visit?
You were responsible for the designing and
building of the vyasasana Srila Prabhupada used
throughout his visit. It stands out in all the BBT
photos. Were there any incidents or memories
associated with this?
When we heard that Srila Prabhupada was
coming, you can imagine the excitement. The
temple president asked me to build a seat for
Prabhupada, and without any idea of how to do
it, I built this huge vyasasana. I had no plan, no
sense of direction - just raw enthusiasm. Krishna
must have directed me, because the end product
was impressive - at least I was impressed by it.
The backrest was attached to the seat with two
bolts. There was a problem, however: the seat
was too high for Prabhupada to climb on, so I
had to make a step too.
When Prabhupada arrived and the car pulled
up outside the front gate, I ran into the house,
and as Prabhupada approached the front door,
played the Brahma Samhita prayers by Yamuna
Devi over the PA system. Prabhupada prostrated
himself before the deities and after standing in
front of them for a few minutes, he went to the
vyasasana and sat down. I held my breath. My
heart pounded. The vyasasana didn’t collapse,
the backrest didn’t fall on Prabhupada’s head,
and the whole seat held. What a relief! At least I
had got this one thing right. I had succeeded in
making a seat for my spiritual master.
Q. What was Prabhupada's main emphasis for
spreading Lord Krishna’s message in South
Africa?
During Prabhupada’s nineteen-day stay we
had arranged seven hall programmes and also

talks at two universities, one of which was the
University of Durban Westville, the only Indian
university at the time. When Srila Prabhupada
went there he saw an opportunity to establish
Krishna consciousness as an academic course.
He wanted His Holiness Bhakti Swarup Damodar
Maharaja, an expert who presented spiritual
truths in a scientific manner, to come and teach
Krishna conscious philosophy at the university.
Because of this desire he had numerous talks with
Professor Olivier, the Rector of the University.
Srila Prabhupada's main emphasis was to give
this knowledge to university students. He spoke
about it frequently, more than he wanted a
temple in the heart of the Indian area or the
Ratha-yatra Festival of Chariots. He wanted
Krishna consciousness to be established in the
heart of the university.
It was not until 1976 when Srila Prabhupada
was asked about having a Ratha-yatra festival.
He approved saying that we should hold it
during the southern hemisphere summer time
corresponding to the Melbourne, Australian
festival. Although inspired by Srila Prabhupada,
the building of the Sri Sri Radha Radhanath
Temple was the idea of Tulsi Das, who became
the National Secretary and the main organizer
of the Movement’s activities in South Africa from
1976 till 1986.
Q. Your main contribution to the South African
yatra during the early years was the Tent
Campaign program when many people became
devotees. How did the idea of this dynamic
program come about?
In short, again this was solely due to Tulsi Prabhu,
who was pragmatic and a great inspiration. In
August 1977, Tulsi and I dressed up in Western
dress and went to Stonebridge in Phoenix and
sneaked around a Christian campaign to get
ideas about how we could increase our own
efforts. In October that year, I hired a massive
tent, along with fifteen hundred wooden chairs
and set it up in Unit 3, Chatsworth. The preaching
was exciting but extremely demanding. Living
in a marquee twenty-four hours a day has its
disadvantages, especially when it’s cold and
rainy.
Q. I am sure you have hundreds of stories
and remembrances of those early years; the

struggles you faced and endured to please Srila
Prabhupada, the joys you reaped from bringing
so many people to Krishna consciousness. What
do you think was the most significant aspect of
those festivals which contributed to its success?
There was a sense of “like now.” This means
that when we put up a marquee of between 120
and 180 feet long with a thousand chairs and
did festivals every night for fourteen or twentyone days, everyone knew that in a month's time
the tent would be gone and there would only
be an empty patch of grass left. So unlike a
festival in a hall where you could have it again
and again, a festival on a piece of grass was a
one-time occasion. The atmosphere too was
quite extraordinary. The contact between the
devotees on the stage and the audience was
very intimate and warm. Unlike in a hall program
where things are generally a little fixed, stagnant,
stale, and static, in a marquee everything was
more alive, vibrant, and pulsating. The tent
canvas was low which created an intimate mood
and an intense feeling of expectation. So this
heightened the feeling of excitement, and
because it was spiritual and the audience didn't
experience anything spiritual before, it really
affected their consciousness.
Some excerpts of this interview were adapted
from the unused parts of Partha Sarathi Das
Goswami’s interview in the Sept/Oct issue of
Back to Godhead magazine, and his book
“Encounters with a Great Soul,” which give
further insights into Srila Prabhupada’s dream of
a God-conscious South Africa.

“The Follower Lives with Him”
An interview with His Grace Ramanujacharya
Das by Nikunja Vilasini Dasi

The Sri Sri Radha Radhanath Temple has been
the home to Ramanujacharya Das, a disciple of
Srila Prabhupada, for almost thirty years. He first
came to South Africa in 1974, and personally
served Srila Prabhupada when he visited.
During the construction of the temple in the
early 80’s, he,along with other devotees, sold oil
paintings in order to raise funds for the temple
construction. Since then, he has served as a
scholar, teacher, public speaker, pujari, cook,
and a talented musician.
Q. What were some of your personal experiences
with Srila Prabhupada in South Africa?
Before coming to South Africa, I experienced the
physical association of Srila Prabhupada in San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Vrindavan, Hyderabad,
Calcutta, and Mayapur. In those places there
were many other full-time devotees present
besides me. I was mostly just a member of the
audience. But being with Srila Prabhupada in
South Africa was special. At that time there were
only about a dozen initiated devotees here, and
so for the first time I was able to render personal
service to him.

I personally cooked for him. At the same time
I separately cooked for the devotees. For
Srila Prabhupada’s breakfast I prepared green
peas cooked in a karai with Rice Krispies (later
changed to puffed rice). For his lunch I cooked
chapatis. Every day I would take the chapatis
to him one by one, and served them while they
were still inflated with hot steam. He would
smash each chapati down with his hand, pour
some ghee over it with a teaspoon, and then
with the back of the spoon smooth the ghee
over each chapati. He would have three or four
of these chapatis in the same way. I was told by
his servant that Srila Prabhupada enjoyed my
chapatis very much. In the afternoons I would
prepare a tumbler of fresh pineapple juice for
Srila Prabhupada.Before he would drink the
juice he would stir some salt into it.
During his stay in our ISKCON centre in
Yeoville, Johannesburg, and at the Naik
residence in Westville, there was only a small
number of devotees, and so we had very close
association with Srila Prabhupada. He had a
very strong spiritual presence and glowed with
transcendental effulgence. After his lectures he
would answer the devotees’ questions in a very
personal and expert way.
Those were the last opportunities for me to have
the vapuh association with Srila Prabhupada;
but I took solace in his words: ‘He lives forever

by his divine instructions, and the follower lives
with him.’
Q. As an American, how did you end up in South
Africa so close to Srila Prabhupada's
visit?
Being a member of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, I don’t consider myself
an American, but an Internationalist. In other
words I am a citizen of ISKCON, not just of any
mundane country. In the early years of ISKCON
we were a missionary movement, spreading
Lord Chaitanya’s movement to every town and
village throughout the world. In 1972 I was sent
from the Laguna Beach temple in California to
India. After fifteen months, my visa for India ran
out, and I had to leave the country. Devotees
were needed for Africa, so I was sent to Nairobi.
I then spent about fifteen months in Kenya with
side trips to Zambia and Tanzania, engaged in
making life members, publishing, and prasada
distribution. By this time I had become tired of
the Third World and wanted to return to America.
The Nairobi temple president, Cyavana Prabhu,
suggested, ‘Why don’t you go to South Africa?
It’s just like America.’ So I made the journey to
Johannesburg. Srila Prabhupada arrived here a
few months later.
Q. What inspired you to remain with the South
African yatra for so many years? Did Srila
Prabhupada influence you in any way?
South Africa is my prabhu-datta desh, the place
of residence given by the spiritual master or
Lord Krishna. I feel that I belong here and am
compatible with the Indian community here. I
am an ‘Indianised’ Westerner, and the Indians
here are westernised.
Ramanuja Prabhu, as he is affectionately known,
says that Srila Prabhupada’s instructions are
more important than his physical presence,
although neither should be neglected. This
is how he has led his life, in dedicated service
to Srila Prabhupada’s mission. Perhaps this is
why you will always see him jolly, full of smiles
and humour, inspiring others to also serve
Srila Prabhupada. His latest book, Handbook
of Vaishnava Songs and Practices, has recently
been published by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
here in South Africa. He plans to give classes
based on this book in the near future.
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Srila Prabhupada
in Brief
By Nashvin Gangaram

Imagine
being
joyful
and content in peaceful
surroundings, with no need to
acquire anything more to fulfil
you. What would you do? I
would be tempted not to do
anything much at all and just
enjoy the situation. However,
when Srila Prabhupada found
himself in these circumstances,
in the holy village of Vrindavan,
living a pure, saintly life, his
deepest desire was to share his
gift of spiritual life with those
who had not received it. Therefore, in 1965,
at the age of 69, he begged a free passage to
New York on board a cargo ship, the Jaladuta.
The journey proved to be treacherous and he
suffered two heart attacks on board. After 35
days at sea, he finally arrived, possessing just
forty rupees and a crate of his translations of
sacred Sanskrit texts.
Despite a year of many struggles, he attracted
a small group of sincere followers, and in July
of 1966, he established the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) to “check
the imbalance of values in life and to achieve
real unity and peace”. The last eleven years
of his life included constant worldwide travel,
meeting influential people, giving lectures and
interviews, providing spiritual guidance for
thousands of young disciples, and overseeing
the management of one of the fastest growing
spiritual movements in history. Beginning
with just a small storefront in New York, Srila
Prabhupada would eventually establish 108
vibrant temples. This astonishing fact is even
more impressive considering that these temples
were founded all over the world, in places
where the concept was entirely foreign. But Srila
Prabhupada was uniquely empowered and his
appearance, mission and teachings were also
predicted by great saints:
Bhaktivinoda Thakura (a 19th century saint):
“Very soon a great personality will appear who
will spread Krishna consciousness all over the
world.”
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And God Himself declared:
Lord
Caitanya:
“My
commander -in-chief devotee
will spread the chanting of the
holy names around the world.”
(Sri Chaitanya Mangala)
Lord Krishna: “After 5,000
years of this age have passed,
the great sage and worshiper
of my holy names will appear
and spread the chanting of my
names throughout the world.”
(Brahma-vaivarta Purana)
However, Srila Prabhupada
considered book production
his life's mission. “My only
credit,” he said, “is that I have
strictly followed the order of my
guru.” His spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakur, had instructed him to preach
the message of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in
English and “whenever you get money, print
books.” Srila Prabhupada would awaken a short
while after midnight each day and translate and
compile commentaries on the most sacred Vedic
scriptures. Over 500 million of his books have
been sold, consisting of more than 80 volumes,
now published by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
(BBT) in over fifty languages.
They are highly regarded by the academic
community for their authoritativeness, profundity
and clarity, and are used as standard textbooks
in many university courses. His books were
so effective because he was a living example
of the philosophy presented in them. Even
with modern society’s faultfinding tendencies,
nobody can find fault in the character of Srila
Prabhupada.
How can we show our gratitude for his
contribution in our lives? Being a pure devotee,
Srila Prabhupada never prayed to the Lord
for himself. His only suffering was seeing
the suffering of others. He simply wants us
to continue his mission of saving humanity,
particularly with a cooperative spirit: “Sankirtana
means many men combined together chanting.
That is sankirtana. Otherwise kirtana... That is
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission, combined
together.” “When you do something in
cooperation with the Lord, that is called bhakti
[devotional service].”

EKADASI

Fast from all grains, beans and
legumes.
This fast awards spiritual benefits and
detoxifies the body and mind.
8 October | Thursday
Break fast 05:25 - 09:37
9 October | Friday
24 October | Saturday
Break fast 05:08 - 09:29
25 October | Sunday
7 November | Saturday
Break fast 04:56 - 09:25
8 November | Sunday

30th Anniversary Celebrations
23 - 25 October

Kartika Begins
27 October | Tuesday

22 November | Sunday
Break fast 04:49 - 09:24
23 November | Monday

Diwali
11 November |
Wednesday

Fourth month of Chaturmasya
begins. Fast from urad dal
27 October - 25 November

Other Dates to Note
Ramacandra Vijayotsava
23 October | Friday
Disappearance of:
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami
Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami
Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
24 October | Saturday

Govardhana Puja | Go Puja
12 November | Thursday

Srila Narottama Dasa Thakur’s
Disappearance
31 October | Saturday
Gopastami
Sri Srinivasa Acarya Disappearance
19 November | Thursday
Katyayani Vrata Begins
26 November | Thursday

Srila Gaurakisora Das Babaji’s
Disappearance.
1st day of Bhisma Panchaka
22 November | Sunday

Srila Prabhupada’s
Disappearance
15 November | Sunday

© Sri Sri Radha Radhanath Temple, Taralakshi Devi Dasi and The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, Inc. www.krishna.com. Used with permission.

Appearance of
Radha Kunda
3 November | Tuesday

Kartika Ends | Tulasi-Saligram Vivaha.
Last day of Bhisma Panchaka
25 November | Wednesday
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Srila Prabhupada’s 40th Anniversary
of his Visit to South Africa

Event Guide

Tuesday, 6 October
10:00am Japa Walk and Maha Harinama at the Durban
Beachfront, followed by picnic and Food For Life prasada
distribution. Harinam starts at Mini Town at North Beach
travelling south towards Addington Hospital.
Buses will leave both temples at 9:00am.
7:00pm Programme at New Jagannath Puri Temple

Friday, 9 October
6:30pm Programme at Luxmi Narayan Hall in Mobeni Heights

Saturday, 10 October
6:00pmProgramme at Seva Samaj Hall in

Reservoir Hills

Sunday, 11 October
11:00am Maha Harinam Day & programme at ISKCON Pietermaritzburg
For more information regarding Srila Prab
hupada’s 40th Anniversary celebrations, kind
ly contact
Champakalata Dasi: 082 824 2203 | cham
pakalata@telkomsa.net

